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P K E F A C B 



These three historical dissertations fonn the in- 
troduction to ft new Edition of Plymouthist tracts, 
which have for years past been induBtrioifsly circu- 
lated among the infant Churelics of Italy. 

Tlie worli 13 published nndor the title of " Prin- 
ciples of the Bomish, Protestant And Christian 
Churches, " and is attributed, oa good authority, 
to the pens of iless.** Magrini and Iloeeetti and 
Conat Guicciardini. 

Much has already been written in the pages "if 
"Christian Worlc," " Erangelical Christ-endom" and 
other journals ivith regsird to the scandal created 
among the Clnistiaus of Italy last winter by tha 
appearance of this work, and doubtless much yet 
remaiiu to Ife written. 

Several of the Free Italian Churches have pro- 
tested, while others have Hilently acquiesced. 

The ivliole coatrovcrny wliich has arisen hinges 
on the fact that, altho published anonymously, the 
work was issued iu the name of the Free Italian 
Churches. Those of them therefore which have re-; 
fused to protest have been justly held to accept the 



tv 

vieivs expounded in their name. This is denied, of 
course, hy some of their friends, but all who are 
acquainted with the opiaiona of these non-protest- 
ing chDrohea, know it to be a fact that they do 
sympathize with these Plymoiithist priLci[ilps, as 
one or two of them have hceti furwaril to publisli. 

The Free Italian Cliurcli in Genoa refused, at 
the 8n;j;^;ostion of Signor Mazzarella, to protest, bo 
that X>/ Desanctis and othera have lately with- 
drawn from tho commanion of the Free Italian 
Churches, nndc the soLmn conviction that they 
are "infected -^h PlyT'iouthism. " 

The accc.ii; " yirr; 'ranslafion of the anonymous 
Introdiicli'i.i ' lias hicn printed, in order to ac- 
(]uaiiit the English ' ;uhlic as to the true state of 
the case. Christians at home are not aware, in many 
inatances, of what they ar« supporting when they 
contribute to the " Gospel in .Italy, " and they will 
thus have .9J1 opjiortunitv of judging for themaelves, 
!iud acting upon the decisian of their Christian 
manhood and their common seui^o. 

The translation, which is a faithful one, has not 
heen easily accomplished, owing to the state of the 
original, which, in the judgement of those most 
capable of deciding, is in bad Italian, and pays 
little regard to punctuation or the ordinary mles 
of composition. 
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■ CHAPIER I. 
THE ROMISH CHURCH. 



IKTBODltOTIOK or CHSISIUNIIT INTO THB 
BOUAK SHHBI. 

Exalted wlsdoin and power of amu did not give to 
Greece the' dniation dedred her fonnderg: she fell 
thronghfaer Map civilization and becsme a provinoe of 
the Boman empire. Thereupon the science of Qrceco ' 
was wedded to that of Borne, their systems of religion 
became more intimately nnited, and everyone believed 
that by knowledge ami by tlic sword Ibo Itoinnn empire 
was to endure for ever. But tlie mythologicnl rdigion 
of the Greeks and tbe Lntins, giving them vices and su- 
perstitions, and c}:citing them to violence and treachery, 
corrupted them, threw them intoatbeisin — and first the 
Western, thea the £aat«Tn Empire became an easy prey 
to barbariuis. * 

Even from the times of Augnstss mythological 
religion, despised by all, was declining, and wise men 
were seeking to know and possess the Truth. This desire 
was inspired by God himself, whilst he who was, and 
is, and ever shall he the eternal 2Vfit& was deBoeadinjr 



fi orn the Fiillior, nml to tlmt gouoration, lost in error and 
dead ill MiiK, wiis cxcltiiniiiig: I am <Ae Wa^, iht Truth 
and the Life (John xiv, 6). 

Then men were panting afUr a future life, and throng- 
ed the academies to receive it from the Flatonists, who 
discoorsed of the life to come without knowing where 
or what it was. And the Qospel Bounded forth in those 
hnlls the memorable words of John; in Christ is the 
Vt'e, and Ihe U/c t'.s the U'jht of w.rn (J.^lin. 1. 4}. 

Then -AX liiiJ HiL (ixtflk.iit oi.iiiinn „f IIkmuscIvc^ 
and helicvcd themnelvos honest, wi^e, just, true, hut 
God showed them that all mtti liaix- siiiiicl and have 
come short of UiC yhnj of God (Horn, ni, •>Z). 

Convinced of ain they endeavored to free their 
Bonis from it, bnt the Qospel came qniclily to pro- 
claim in the depths of the sonl the worda of the 
'Bsptist, BelKUd the Lamh of Ood (Obrist) vAich taketh 
away the tin of ike world (John i, 29). What mutt I 
do to be tavedf exclaimed then the sinner, and the 
disciplea of the Bedeemer answered: Believe in the 
Lard Jesut Christ, and Hum slialt he saved, and all thy 
house (Acts XVI, 30, 31). And truly Jesus, who is God 
vu»vf.:>.l in Ihr (I Tim. in. W). lins taken away 

sminh)-.! h iitlR i.^snndhi iiiiL.il lit Irani tlio 
I'nthei's pre,seiiee with his lliiu.l: tlierefore who.socvcr 
receives that hlood has leimssioii of his sihb , clean 
aing from them and eternal lile (Col. i, 14 ; ii, 11, 14). 

Yes. He gave Hmiself for ub, died for us, was bu- 
ried vtd now t Bits at the right hand of the majesty 
(Heh. I, 3), Mediator between Sod and man (1 Tim, 
tt, 6), prgptiation for onr Bins > (1 John n, 2). 



Cbrist coiiiinainled to preach s.ilvation by grnt'c 
tLi-ougli faitli {Eijli. ir, 8, 9; Rum. v, 1, 2) first, tlio 
Airastles (Matt, x, 1, 7: Mark m, 13, 14: \i, 7; 
I^e a, 1, 2), then, tbo disciples (Lnke x, 1, 16). 

He willed tli&t bcliereni, (not the world) shonld ce- 
lebrate the supper, remembering that He died for them 
in remissioD of «ns (Matt, xxvr, 26, 29. Muk .xnr, 
22, 25. Lake xx, 10, 20), and should do this nntil 
He come n-nin (1 Cor, ■>(;). Ho <.-oiiinuind«d the 
Gospel to lie [irciiched. and ihal ulir, Lrli-votl siiouUl 

be baptized lu ^how lliat thry wiire dead to sin and 
risen agnin to a now Hl'j. (:\Ull. wvirr, 18, 28. Mark 
XVI, 15. 20. Lnko xxiv, 50, 5;!. Rom. Tl, 1, 6. Col. 
II, 12, 14; 1 Peter iit, SIX 

These are the vital doctrines of the Gospel taught 
and practised by the Apostles and by the Disciples. 
But Italy I'etoiiied for a short time, like every other 
conntry, the purity of the Gospel (and the doctrines 
of tlie Apostles), since even aflor the time of Paul the 
Church was ab^ady nnfaithfu! and in the 3"" century 
bad many strange doctrines. Let us oicamino that 
whieh happened after the death of the Jposi/e*. 

n. 

OF ma BOHAN CATUOLICS, AND OV TIIBIB IHTKNTIOIT 
OV SOCTBIKES AND FORMS TO ABOLISH THfl SUPPER 
ASS TO ESTABLISH THE MASS. 

Without following the history of all the heremos ori- 
ginated by thmo who were not willing to keep faith- 
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fully and Btriclly close to tlie WorJof Goil, lutnssee 
tliat \s-hith iias h<i to tlie preaetit Htaic of" ruligious 
principle in Italy. lu the apostolic times, anii in the 
first centuries of Gbriatunity Soman Catkolict were 
iiot known, bat little by little arose this apostasy which 
lias arrived, as in the present time, at denying Christ 
to bo the Savionr, pretending that man may save 
himself by hie own merits and by his own works. The 
doatrtnes and the fonns of Bomaoism an certainly not 
found in the Bible; Bometiioes it letains tho names of 
the tmtha, but the meaning which it attribntea to 
them is false, and therefore confuses the nnderstandlng 
and the conscience ^f whoever follows it. Thus the dif- 
creut bishop!; and popes of Borne have added in dif- 
foroiit eeiLtm it's tiiu doetriues and the forms wluch fol- 
ium-, ill i.T'ht to ubulish the Holy sapper and to esta- 
blisii ill its stfud ilio Muss. 

When the faithful were gathered together for public 
worship and to break bread (1 Cor. xrv, 25), two or three 
prophets spake and the others jadged (ib. 29), and the 
Bomanists make all be silent that the priest ^one may 
speak. Then one gave « psalm, another gave dootrino 
(ib. 25), MOW the priest g^ves oat ereiything. Than there 
was the spuit of prayer Qlom. Tin, 26) but it waa soon 
extinguished by those who were fiords over» the flock of 
God, and written prayers, liturgiet and the t oremua > 
were introduced. At first the cup was taken with simpli- 
city and in glass vessels, but in the third ccntuiy tJiey 
began to think that the appearancu of t^lLining tliiiif;K was 
worth much in the eyes of God, and Urbim I intro- 
duced clialices of pewter, and then of silver. At first. 
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the ministers dressed like eveiy one else, as did Jesns 
Ohrist, the Apostles and the disdples, but in that 
same . centniT' Stephen I invented the prieH'a dreu, mA 
the moreaUe table on vbich were placed' the bread 
and the wine was covered with a Bplcndid cloth, Six- 
tus II wont farther, and treating tliat fnbic ns a sa- 
cred tiling, ort'iered that the psalms ami eluuits Khoiihl 
lie siiiig before those pieces of vimd joined tfgetlier. 
They begun to upeak of the allai: Jlark ordered tliiit 
after the reading of a chapter in the Gospel, the Ki- 
eene creed , composed by Oaio , binhop of Cordova , 
should bo saag hy the people and Uie Clergy. 

In tlie rV centnry, Liberina prohibited the commu' 
nion, I*"' to the uninstnicted cateohnmens, 2^ to nnab- 
solved penitents, 3'^ to demoniacs, who were all diS' ' 
missed with the words: ile musa ett, whence comes 
the word Mass. Damoso added tlic Gloria Pairi and 
the Qmfifeor. AnastasiuE ordered the fasting before the 
communion, forgetting that Jesus and the Apotitles ato 
before the Holy Slipper, {Luke xxn^ 14, :!ft) .,nd so also 
did the Curintbiann (1 Cor. xO. 

In the 5"' century CelestinusI orileroil tlmt the psalms 
dhould be Huug by the assembly dnring the niasH, 
and that tlie priest who was celebrating it shoald en- 
circle ItimselC with the mietery of words mnrmured 
tollo voce. He silerwards had the introAo, the graduali 
and tlie e^rtorii composed, and gave mles for the com- 
mnnion. 

• Li the 6"* centniy Or^ry I, called the Great, in- 
troduced the certmonies and the genvjUeticma, invented 
other oreauu, arranged the tnlrot'to better, inatitnted 
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the Kyrk thhon to l,c i<-pcatccl nine limos, tlic nlk- 
hlia, the Dciis in adjulorium, ami the ruqiiicscat in 
pace. Indeed ]ic atraiigeil the mast) iu the way in which 
it is now said, hi4 transnbBtanttation and the adoiation of 
the host were wanting. He abolished preaching before 
the maas, becanso of the grosa ignorance of the priests 
Snd the bishops, who did not even kuow how to read 
correctly. 

Ill f)if T"' (■■•nfmy. uiulor .^.sratln-iii], imil at. the mect- 
\uK of t\H- f'mui.'ii o! (:!.>i.slant;..,.i>l,., \,Ad in lifiO, John 

bl>].u., ,.r]'iHlo,..,.|L.brjlL'a the fi.'St «((r,ss I,, /«f»LW!tlL- 

out luiMiiiij llicvoin aiiYiliii.;: of tlio vul-ar t.iiiguc 

111 tlu' f^'i' rontury, l!ie ina-sc- wore still cL-lehrato-l 
ill tlic inrctiii,[;s or nsseniljIicN of the catholics, audit 
was not yet known that four tine walls ought to bo 
calk'tl church or temple. 

The priests, taking advantago in that century of 
ignorance of the people, ioBtatnted private mana. The 
loaf of the Snppei was replaced by a wo^, or hott aa 
it is called, and the large vessels of wine by mnpoltine 
(small phials). The people were angry, and no longer 
brought gifts to the priests, but the latter to rcingra- 
tialo theiiiseU-cf; ,t;avc tliom back the loaf of the com- 
iiitiiiiou. In lliiise tiniof, the priests recitoil aloud the 
iTorflfi of Llie HU|j[)or, but later thoy mtiniiured theiti 
between their teeth to fjivo an air' of my-sterj'. In 
this same century, Gregory II having obtuined many 
pagan temples, changed them into churches, and pervert- 
ed the sense of this word, which signifies aaaemhly of 
tite faiih/ul (Matt. xvm. 17: 1 Cor. i, 2, etc.) andJBwfy 
i)/ Christ (Eph. I, 2% 23); afterwards he ordained that 
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tlio innt>3 sho«M \>Q rcdtt:d in in tlio^p tcmiilos, Leo TTI 
aiUea tJic smoke of ll,. c, u.--.;-.^: A.ul lin;illy, in tlmt ctn- 
tOTy, tho lirfit failles wliidi wlto to Kervo &ir tlit dofjiiift 
of tmnRubstftiitiation itcgrtii to be upreni! ftbvnin!. A monk 
soid thftt lie had seen Jesiis Clirist in the form of a child 
on tlie conimuiiioii table; another friar asserted that 
Witikind, king of Saxony, having gone into ohnn^, set 
himself to obserre method used hy the iaithfol in 
the commnnion, when lol he sawgo into tbeir montlis 
a smiling and gracefol child: — and there were those 
who said they had seen the hont nhed blood, and those 
who hnd soon a chiM wliotn lln' Hiigel^ hc!d on the al- 
tnv ami then cut into liltio bils — mid other impious 
imd ivicktfil [Hieiilities. T:iscusiii^, bishop of Corbey in 
8nxony, took posKCSsion of tliese fablt'H and invented 
tnmsubsfiintiutiou, but popes, aiehbiBhops snJ bishops 
opposed it.. . . and afterwardfi admitted its strange dogma ! 
■ Li the d"* century, Seigins HI added to the mass 
tlie bnaking of tha ieofer into three forU, In the 11*^, 
under GInneiit 1", the priest gave to the said wafer 
the high title of sacrament of the altar, and nnder Leo 
9"', in the Oonncilof cLaterano*, tTansubstantiationwas 
admitted, whilst ^l. Angnstin Imil said < that the sacred 
< body of JcNtiH Christ was as far from the sacrament 
<i as the highest heaven is distant from the earth, i In 
the ii'cre instituted manes in kbnor of the $aiidt, 
ami thoy vrorc knoyf am great, mtall, high, low, dry, hur~ 
rial J 

Then, nnder Innocent III the portable tables became 
altara and were consecrated. In the 13"' century, Ho- 
norius III ordained that the host aktmld la worshijtpal. 
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' But with all tbeee iimoTatunu tlien wlu mncb aaaFcbj' 
unong the piieste, and id the different dmrahes, and 
there was no nniformity in the manner of saying raaas. 

Ill some of them, the cup was still given to tlic com- 
municantfi, until in tlw Council of Uuii stance, opcaed in 
ill 1415, it W1U1 taken aivaj-, mid tescrved fof the priests 
only. Hear the decree of the IS"" session of that 
Gonncil. 

c Althongh Jesna Christ after supper institnted and 
administered to his diaciplea this venerable sacrament 
in both kinds, (bread and wine) notwithstanding tbia 
the authorities of the Bjoly Oanons(?}and th&commenda* 
bla oustom of the Church have orderedond still order 
that it should not be administered after supper, nor should 
be taken by those who have tilready eaten, excepting 
the siuk. And allhoiigh in the primitive Church tlii»i sa- 
crament was distributed to the faithful in both kinds, 
nevertheless to avoid certain dangt'iH, (?) and scandals. (?) 
another custom wos reasonably introduced, in which they 
who consecrate communioate in both kinds, and lavinen 
in that of bread only, believing always and fiiinly, with- 
out doubting it in any way, that the body and blood 
of Christ are wholly contained in the < Kind > - bread, 
Bad in the other, wiae. Therefore is to be reputed here- 
tical the opinioii of those who hold Haa nssge as sacri- 
legious and unlawful, and they who obetinately mun- 
tain the cmnmnnion in both kinds are to be reproved 
as heretics, and even with this present edict we order 
all parish priests and iiic)iiisitors to punish such heretics 
eevcrcly > . 

— Item ; c We forbid all priests to administer to lay- 



men thiB sacrament m botK kinds, under penalty o(ex- 
commanication. > — The chancellor Gernon (2h-act. 
contr. haerea de com. »ub. ulr spec.) has loft us the list 
of the reasons for which the Council prohibited the cup: 
the heard, which grows long and covers the chin and 
the lips; 2"* the dislike which many peraoDB have to 
drinking from die Bune enp; the aqMiue of baying 
wine; 4''> the boek, ia winter; S*" the flies, in summer; 
6"* the embamssmenf of the detoona in adniniBtering 
the cnp to the fiuthful; T*'' the duger of spilling any 
on the ground: SU' finally, the unworthy State of tiie 
jieopli; who ought not to resemble the priests in the ait 
of coraiiiuiiion. — But had not Jesus Christ Sfud Drink 
ye all of itf (Mutt, xsvl, 27). ' 

Tlus then is how the Holy Sapper of the Lord, adnl- 
teratoii in form, in snbijtance and in application, was 
replaced by a viafer, and the wonihip in tpirit and in 
trtUh of all Ute faithful Via reduced to a crowd ofsilent 
people gaping behind a priest, wbo mutters between 
his teeth VQ^^ invented .and managed by him. Is tliis 
religion a Christian one? 

in. 

OF OTHER IHTENTIOMS OT OXREUOKIKS AND DOOMAS. 

We have flcen how thoadoration of God in spirit and 
tnith became a carnal worship of visible things; andaU 
that pleases the eye, that delights the ear aDd< flatters 
the heart, which over loves what is material, replaced the 
Gospel. . The Romish priests, once on the slope of error, 
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tJipped in-cto vera lily nn anii uevi-r rose ngain. Their I'li- 
ventioaa were miiltiplieil. TIiim- iviMliccI to Bccoin module 
the pagans iu onlor to uiuke tliem bctonie Komaniste, 
and gave a Goi^pcl tint to all tho superstitions of tlie 
idolaters. 

The 'latter had a bann and the sprinkling Iiruth uefa 
the doors of th«T templea, and they vho onterod receiv- 
ed that purifying water: — «ud Alexander I, who was 
pope in 120, replaced the cnatom by a eo-oalled holy via- 
fer. Btit of one water alone the Gospel ^eaks, and of that 
•rc nil have nocd — of that whivh flows from the side 
of Christ. fJolin xt.Y. 34; 1 Juliii v. P.). 

Tiliau T in thi; cmifury iii1iL>din iTi the Cliriavi or 
eunlinuutinii aflor haiitisiii, «hile the Gu^l,o] wiy.s that 
it i.-; the Holy Spirit ivho senlB and confiniis in iis the 
work of Ghtist. CEph. 1 13; 2 Cor. 1 22; Luke xxiv, 
48, 49; Acts ii, S3 ot«). And in that century they began 
to pray for the dead, becanso they believed that the Boala 
of the faithful were to enjoy the presence of God after 
the day of judgement. See the contiary, SMI I, 28; 
Luke xxm, 4S. 

In the" 4"* century under, Silvestro I, candta were in- 
troduced, just as if He who created the Sun and the Stars 
(Gen. 1, 16) requires snch wretched little light to see 
by ! Hud He not said, / am (he L!<jht of the Worlil f 
{.Jolm vnt, VI) — At that tinui several huy people, 
guided by Hnsiliiis, in onlcr to li;aa an idle and gluHoD- 
0U9 life, instituted iiiOiVichism: thus they preteiuled to 
take theiuKelves away from the world; nee the con- 
trary, John XVII, 15. — They instituted fi:nsls in honor 
of the Saints beginning by that of St. Petiir m Fetters; 
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but St. Petor liiiiisclf « reprove tliem in tlio day of 
jiuigemeut', Acts x, 26 20. — At tliis liiue tlioy even 
established the worship o/lhe relics o/martifi's to oppose 
the worship of their dead by the pagans: see the con- 
trary, Job XV, 14-16. Pope Sergiua introduced plaster 
imagoe: eee the contrary, Exod xzui, 54; xz, 8-6. 

In the 5*^ century, the papists having become deaf 
and not freqnenting the churches, were called there like 
the Drnids, by the tound of bdla purposely inven- 
ted: Sixtns ni endowed the Giinrch n ith chapleU , 
candlesttcki and centers, all Jewish thiiigE, agtiinBt 
which Paul ivrote; (sec the Epist. lo G-alatiniiH); 
Leo I invented the litanies , read the contrary , 
Matt. VI, 7, 8; and then the processions of tlie Catholic 
idols, according to t!ie ciistoni of the pagans and the 
Buddhists. Pope HiUriua with the cxorcinns and llie 
procMiotu of the saints pretended to drive away the 
devil, bat Christ alone can do iilus work (1 John m, 8) — 
Felix in amwcnUed Iho churches, for then as wo havo 
before said, the Ohnrch was no longer the meeting of 
the faithful, nor the Body of Christ, but four walls. 

In the 6"" centnrj', Gregory I on the niithovity of 
Plato, of Citi™ anil of Vir«!;il proved I he cxistcnoo of 
Purgatory ! ! ! Who ivoul.t liAv^ lliought that Plato, Ci- 
cero ,111(1 A'irgil wore fathers of the Komish Church ! 
Bu( Ml says I anil ill (Du Puigat. L, r, cap. 11). Our 
purijatory t|nirificat,iiin) is Clirist. (Wolin II, 2: Mat XXT, 
11, 12, 4G; Luke xxiii, 43). 

In the 7*" century, Yitalianna, to tickle and chann 
the ears of the Catholics , introduced orgaua in thv 
Chanhea, hat the Lord wishes us to dug wtft the heart 



and not with the organ (Epli. v, IE): Col m 16). Ami 
ia this century, the pope, become a doinigoil, ititroiluceil 
the Kutingoflhe feet: this Jeaus never iliit, see John iiii, 
4-10; — and grasped at a little temporal power; bco 
the contrary in John xvin, 87. 

In the 8"* century Leo HI introduced the use of 
tneetiM, hut the Word speaks ofanotba pCrAitne, Phil. Tv, 
18, 2 Cor n, 15. 

Ia .tlie century Leo IV instituted fastii^ on 
Friday and Saturday, and thiu meat which woa 
pure and holy from Sunday to Thursday was declared 
im]>uie nil Fiiibiy and Soturdny ! (See the contrary 
in Matt. .\v, 11; Miiik VII. 15; Actsxi, !); Rom xiv, 17; 
1 Cor X, 25, Col ii 20, 2.5; 1 Tim iv. 1-5) — 
In this century also saints mere caiwiiized ami UHs Uip- 
tiadl 

In the lO* were invented the Jio/y Jcaler hrusk and 
the contecration' of the priests. Then came iwbilgenceB; 
hut it is the blood of Jesun Christ which cleanses us 
from all sin (1 John i, 7); and Jeaus does not give us 
indulgence in order that we may ua (see I John m, 8). 

In the 18*" century the biquisition was invented, 
which lud wafite and daos^ltered Alhigenses, Cattari 
etc. (See the oontrai?: Luke ix, 54, 56). The staUsUcs 
of this horrible massacre are not known, but wo have 
the nitmbers of the slaughtered in Spain from 1481 to 
1801, from which it apiiciii-s that 34,058 were burnt 
olive; IS, 049 burnt inctligy: 288,214 imprisoned with 
confiscation of their goods; and all this independently 
of the maasacrcs of the Huguenots, etc. But as a com- 
pensation Alano della lUipe invented the rosary, which 



is quite a pastime and nttter piofane, for one can aay 
one's beads walldng, utting and doing any tiling (eeo 
the contraiy, Matt, ti, 7, 8). 
AdA finally, in the midat of the 19"> centnry, Fins 

IX hoe declared that Mary was conceived without sin, 

nlthoiigli in tlio Mrtgnificfit Miiry owns hefsolf lo be a 
sinner and cxfjluimw: s Et exiiUavit spiiitus mens in 
Deo salutari meo I (Luke I. 47) and St. Paul says tliat 
all are bom in sin (lUm. r, 12, 18: xi, 82). 

IV. 

INVXHTIOH OV VHB DR188 AND TBZ TITLBB 
VOK Tin POPS ASH THK PKIBIIT. 

With BDch profanations and adultetatimia of the Christ- 
ian dogma, the nunistera becnnie tlic lords of the 
OhuTch, introduced the distinctions of clergy and lay- 
men (see the contrary Gal in, 27-29: Roni. x, 12: 
1 Cor, xn, 13; Col. ni, 11), and cimngcd dresses, cn- 
stotos and names. 

In the 2°^ centnry Telesphorus a.'fsumed the name of 
Pope or Father in the second Decretal (eeo the contrary 
Matt, xxui, 9),'and in the same century Pope Anicetus 
(forgetting that Christ, the Apostloa and all the primi- 
tiva Ohristians dressed in tHie ordinary, uniTeTsal man- 
DOTf and Tore beards and (as they themiielTeB re- 
present them in thmr pictures) prohibited the priests' 
wearing a beard, and ordered that they should have, a 
shaven crown. In the 4*^ century, Sylvester I invented 
the tunic and the alb (see the contrary Matt xaa, by, 



Mark called liimBclf Universal bishop, (while the Apostlo 
Peter called himself bishop among tht hidiops (1 Pet. 
T. 1,) and introduced the c Pallium > for the biabops. 
Sergios prohibited the marriage of thepriestt, showing 
the vn chap, to the Bomans, t. 8, whilst St. Paul rmyif 
that the Bishop should be tfae husband of one irifo, 
also the deacoils(l Tim.ni, l-ll).But every one langh- 
ed at this law till 950; since BonifnciiiK I, Felix III. 
and GelasiiiR I, i\n\»'s. weve snn» "f priesl.t. Sorgiii'^. 
seeing that the piii|"'ii>i- Gr.itiiiiiiis hud reiiuunced tlie 
title of Son-ir!y>i J'onUff or TIcnil of the Aiigm-s tool; it 
fi>r hiiiWL'll'! (.see tlio contrary Hob. iv, 14 ). In the C"' 
loiitnry, Gregory I, to preserve the projierty of the 
Church auil not to give it any longer to the sons of the 
priests, inetitated edihtuy, ( see the contrary 1 Tim, 
IT, 1-8). In the o"* «entni7, John T encircled his bead 
with the mitrei croon, (see the contrary in John xrm, 
36). SergiuB II ordained that hiB feet ihvuld le'kiated 
(see contrary in John xm, 4-1 5,) and in the S"" century, 
Zacfaary ordered that tKe priests should wear in the 
cliurch, cloaks adorned with gold <ind jeweh, leaving oft' 
the time vostmentfi whieh nrc read of in Col III, 12. 
Kvontimlly tlip i>opi;s ni.nle llicniselves lords of (lie tforW 
and dislribiilors o! Kingdoms, reeoiving siieli power from 
(^uite another than God t Read Luke iv, 6. 
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T. 



sauuAxr o? thb eebo&s of bohanisu, and cohclcsiok. 

So tliiit ill (lie [ivcf-eiit century Rotiumism has arriv- 
ed, among mniiy (.'innii of ducliiiiL's aii.l of forms: 



h) III the mihuluiir': : lui longer the ronemhrance of tlic 
death of Olirist. (1 Cor. wrZA, 25), but a fresh death 
inflicted upon the Lord, ngainst that vhioh St. Pan! 
says, (Heb. x, 24; ti, 6), 

In the opfAicatwtK no longer to the faithful 
(Matt, xxn, 2^28; 1 Cor. x, 20, 21), hat to all, includ- 
ing the vordUngs of its Ohnrob. ^ 

2. At baplMin; iit/tmb, and at {Handing to make 
them Christians when they have not first believed : « He 
that belienlh and in Imptizcil shnll be Haved, s suitli the 
Lord. {Mark XVT, 1(1). 

3. At invmliny; putgalory, while in the Word it is 
.'^aid tliut JcRiiR Christ is the a propitiation for our doBt 
and not an imaginary fire I (1 John n, 2; Matt. XXV, 
11, 12, 46; Luke xxm,43). 

4. At caBsing nimfa and an^b to be adored; (soc 
the contrary, Acts x, 25, 26; xiv,^ 14, 15; Col. n, 18; 
Bov. XIX, 10; xxn, 8, 9). 

5. At making the saints in heaven intercede for qp, 
when they are nnable to do anything for ua. (Phil, iv, ti; 

■ Heb. IV, 18-16; vir, 2^ t xijv, 9-20; Ps, ox; 2 Thes. 



■ 1" At iidulion 

n) 111 the fnnn : 
26-!!0, etc) hiitu V 




UU'I H-u^-f-M.itt.X.Vvi, 
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III, 10; Jolui xn, 23; 1 Tim u, ^ 1 Jphn n, 1, 2; 
2 Tim. m). 

S..At presching salvaUon hf vx)rk$; (see against this 
Matt. XIX, 25, 2^ Luke xrn, J.0; Joha ti, 28, 29; 
Bom. m, 10, 27; Qal. n, 16; m, 10, 11; t, 4; Eph. u, 
1, 8. 9). 

7. At makiiig vapray /or the dead; (see GbL ti, 6; 

1 Thes. IT, 18. 14; V, 9; 1 Tim n, 5, 6; 1 Cor. it, 5; 
VII, 23: Titus ni, 5). 

8. At making us irorehip Mnry; (sec the contrary 
Matt, xii; 48-50; Mark iii, 33-35; Luke 1. 30, 46-50; 
n, 48, 49; vTi, 20-21; xi, 27, 28; John ii, 4; xix, 26). 

it. At ]>ruliihiiing tneala on certain tliiVB; (sec the 
contrary Matt, xr, 11; Mark, vii, 15; Acts xr, 9 Rom. 
XIV, 17; 1 Cor. x, 25 26; Col. ii, 10-25; 1 Timrv, 1-3). 

10. At forbidding the marriage of prieaU; (see the 
contrary in Matt vm, 14; 1 Cor. vn, 9. ix, 6; 1 Tim 
m, 2-18; a, 1-8; Titua 1, 5-6): 

11. At raying that tn/ante dying mhaptaed are htl; 
(see tbe contnuy in Matt, xix, 14, Mark x, 14; Lake 
xvm, 16). 

12. At prohibiting the reading of the Bible; (see the 
contrary in Luko xvi, 29, 31; John v, 39-47, xii. 48; 
Act xvri, 11; Eph. ti, 17; Col. it, 15; 1 Thess. v, 27; 

2 Tim. HI, 16; Heb. iv, 12; Rev. i, 3; xiT, 6; xxii, 19). 
18. At 6ul)stitiating for the Bible the traditione and 

doctrines of viciij (see the contrary Matt. XV, 8-9 Mark 
rn, 7-13; Col n, 8; Eev. xxii, 18). 

14. And against the prefemions of tlit pope and the 
dergy, readHatt. xxin,P; John xvi[i, 36; 1 Cor. iii 11; 
Gal.i,S,n,ll; 2 Thesa.n, 3, 4, 8-10; 1 Peter v,l-3, etc. 
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This in the Bomiah teligioa to whidi the snpersti' 
tions, infidels and knaves are devoted, Withont futh, 
without honesty, it may be called c the' mTsteiy of ini- 
qntty >, introduced into the Ohmch alter Hie death of 

the Apostlc3 (2 Thess. u, 7). Unfaithful to the Word, 
it naes every efFgrt i^ainst it, and hates it, knowing 
that liy the Gospel it is coiulemncd. Compare the pas- 
sages quilted with its inventions, and you will see that 
tliis Church has alirays worked against the Holy Scrip- 
tures. This is w^iiy it hates and condemns them, — tliis 
is why in these very days its pnesia nave even come to 
uttering the impiouB heresy: are you ccrtiun that the 
Bible is the Word of God? — thia is why they hate it, 
and would mah to take it out of the hands of the peo- 
ple, because they kuoiv ^t the Bible dispenns the sha- 
des of human supeiBtitionB, and presents Jesus as the 
Saviour, the Life, and the Light of all who hear Hia 
word, and believe' in JVun who sent him (J<^ i, 1-9; 
y;24). 

Ami then — recall to mind the mournful pages of 
the history of Romanism, anil j-ou will sco how tliat 
Church has prostituted hci-soif to the powerful ones of 
the earth in order to tyranniKC over the bodies and souls 
of all nations; — you will 6cc that sho has given the 
eainta into the hands of the violent, and thoa haa caused 
them to be put to death withotit pity; — you will see 
that the blood of the martyrs, sprinkled over her, cau- 
sed ber garments to be scarlet-coloured (Bev; zrn, 8^ — 
you will see ^t she haa become one body with th^ 
world, and is full of violence and fraud — you wilt see 
that she has lost all that is heavenly, and therefore has 
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earthly deities, human trflJitione, and purple oa her 
Bboulders, instead of worshipping God in spirit and in 
trntli, preaching the GoBpol, and being clothed in the 
rightetHumeia Chnst. And poor, blind] wretched, naked 
and miBenble as she tsf ehe believes bermlf tidi, and 
having need of nothing (Ber. in, '17, IS), is arrayed in 
superb vanity, uid fills Italy with blood in Order to 
retain a strip of land. And she yet continnes to intri- 
gue with tlio different powei-s, and to beg from thcni 
Budi pruteetioii ns umv iiviiil her, having neither celes- 
tial strength nor earthly force of her own; utill, in her 
agony, she answers to every demand of the civilized 
world, «oii posaumus; but it is i\Titten in the Word 
(which this church bates) that Grod will eventually put 
it into the heart the reigning ones to execute his sen- 
tence against tias rd^ion; tlien they ( shall hate ber, 
shall nuAe her desolate and naked, and bum ber with 
fire » (Rev. xm, 16). This is the final sentence of God 
against Bomanism, and against all religions which are 
worldly and unfaithful to the Word, — therefore the 
Protestant religions will have the same fate. Thiw pro- 
phecy is already beginning to be fulfilled. Romanism 
foresees already that thoNe powei-s which now unwil- 
lingly support it, will one day destroy it; — and Pro- 
testantism feels that tlio State by which it has liecn sup- 
ported, has eaten into and cankered it; — knows that 
the popish forms, ceremonies and liturgies which have 
crept into it, have extinguished its vitality, so that it 
has an appearance of life, bat is in fact a frozen corpse I 
(Rev. ni, 1). 

Ob.Italians, leLbim who tbinits for life, go to Hiio 
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who IB the Life, to Jesos; — let liim who would walk 
in the light, go to Him who is the Light — let him 
who would be saved, go to the Saviour, to Jesne; — 
let him who would be taught go to the Bible, but to 
the Bibh only, the word of JeansI Courage, then, let 
ua all go to Jesnst 
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CDAPTER n. 
THE PROTESTANT.OHURCH. 



I. 

IWt VIBBI PS0CBBTAMT8 WSRI TUB WALSSKSU, WHO 

moM omaiN&LiiY babdalss vbiarb. 

Id peaking of the Proteatimta, who have different 
confeasions of faith, different ndniBtneB, and many deno- 
minadonB, we ought to entitle this diapter, OwPnUdant 
Churches. Bat as it appears that they all wish to nnite 
in a certain sense in the Evangelical Alliance, (witli the 
exception of the congregations of the Brethren) although 
they fitOl retain their special forms and their names, 
wc will also consider them a'* one hoJy, and will give 
them the name o( I'l'oli'slaid Church. 

The Waldeuscs wore the first Protestanta who pro- 
tested against the Chitrch of Ilome, therefore we will 
hcgin by speaking of thcru; then of tho Churches 
risen out of the Beformaticin of the 16* century, down 
to our own dayB; reBerviiig the last paragi^th of this 
chapter for the Brethren, who have no connection with 
the formalist, traditionalist Protestants. 
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Whilst the Rmimn Rini.lre was f:illiiig tlio ChurcU 
was becoming an caitlily pou'cr. Shu recoiveJ the Ita- 
lians who wished to defend themselves, gave them cap- 
tains and nmed bishops, and they fon^ht; finally, the 
barbarians bung convrated to Bohanism, node aHiance 
m& the pope, who, by the religions ascendancy which 
he exercised, found himself all at once the head of a 
sect, 8 prince, the dispenser of crowns and the arbiter 
of kinga. Then he endeavoured to establish himself firm- 
ly, taking advantngc of tliG dogmas whii'li exercise a 
strong influence over moii, and promnlgatcil thciti fo nil 
CatholicSj and nmongst others to those ivho, through thrt 
wickedness of tlie times and through Hupeititilion, bad 
chosen a monastic life, and lived retired among the 
mountains which crown Italy. When it ivas known that 
Vigilantius, a Catholic priest in Barcelona, had passed 
throngb Lombardy and the Cottian Alps, preaching 
against the sew doctrines (that is, idolatry, ceUbocy, 
pilgrim^es), and that he bod funnd many listeners, 
Jerome called him t hydra, cerberuB, centanr, agent of 
the demon » (Jeron. tma. n, p, 120-126, et adv. Vig. 
Op. torn. I, 2>. 580^, and denounced bim to the pope. 
Amongst lliosn who fnllowod the doctrines of Vigilan- 
tius may be euumeiatod fho Wahleiwiaii monks, iuhahi- 
lants of the Cottian Al[>s, And \\t<Wd a ('atliolic bisliop- 
Mg' Charvftz, (Histoiie des Van-loi-.) lu'licve- Lh;it they 
were bare-footed fn'mi:, ^'ih'ii'iii m- i,i.''nli'il<ili, that is. 
shod with soles or sandals (De Potter, St. del Crist. § 2). 
who were not nnmarried in those days, as friars are now. 
They fint robelled against the pope in order to continue 
■to marry. This b not a supposition, for if the rarions 
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coatoms and vat^gea practieed hy the Watdenses up to 
onr own da^ are att«ntiv^y oompared wiUi the coBtoms 
and usages of the Bomisb fiws and p'iesta, it will be seen 
tligt we are right. As an example it may suffice to mention 
the black gown worn by Waldonaian ministers when they 
officiate, similar to that used by the primitive bare- 
footed friars, and later by the Aiii^^iiNtiniaiis, whence the 
black and monastic go nil ivorn nfterwiiriis by Lutheran 
iiiiniBters. Also thL'/us( on thr <Ui;i of Uir siijijici; as among 
the Roman Catholics, ami the farm of Ihc.ir tcmplea si- 
milar to that of the [lagans. Ii is knoivn that the 
Ronianistij nn-hcathGuizeil the tcmplos of Jupiter, of 
Apollo, of Venufl, and tlieu accommodated them to 
their own nse, therefore the Waldenses also nsed the 
pagan form for their ten^les, that is, a laige nave 
in the centre, and sometimea with two small side aisles. 
Add farther the observance of certain poptA /ativah; 
Waaler, Chritlmas-datf, etc.; — the supper oaVuMdayi, 
like the papists; — certain Botaith expreenotu in their 
liturgy and prcacliing, as for example the con/eseion of 
sins, corretiponding to the ( Confitcor and then certain 
phrases like the following, mered table, naered and augtiat 
temple, sacred cnrcmouij. holy sacmniiznls, sacred tradi- 
tiom, etc., all words and UHnges not Christian, bnt sim- 
ply papiBtical. And then those bare-footed friars of the 
Valleys used to meet round the table of the refectory to 
dine, ond then talk of church mattors, as did the monks 
of the Middle Ages; having become FroteBtanta they 
perhaps continued the cuBtom : only tltat die tabh where 
they nsed to take food became a place of meeting 
for them, whence the institution of the Waldc»eian 



H^ille, a kind of ecclemosticol goromment of that Ohnrcb, 
snd presided over by a Moderator, perliaps to moderate 
tbem, when tlie teverend gentlemeo quarrel in tbar 
stormy Synods. 

The Waldensea were the real and first Pfotettantt who 
always oontinned to protest in certain (hingt against 
Borne, and that np to oar own times. He who snpposea 
them to be the descendants of Christians persecnted nnder 
the empei-ors Dci^iiiB and DiocleliiiTi, is iu the wrong: 
the Walilenses ivcro Romanipts ami the history of their 
protests begiiLs in tiiu XII centnry (1). The greater part 
of the en'ors brought into the Roman Gharch from the 
death of the Apostles until the year 1000 were introdu- 
ced among them, and are still jealously retained by the 
Waldensea.* The greater part of the nsagea, of Uie Jewish 
ceremonies, and of the traditions of the Bomaniats had 
been already sanctioned and recognized by the Walden- 
Bian friars before they separated from Home; and when 
they forsook her, they retained all that Borne had prs- 
vionaly invented, with the exception of the celibacy of 
the priests, idolatry and pnrgatory. 



(1) " The Woldcnscs du act ni>iH-Ar till llic uud of the XII 
" cciilurj-: Alphonso II, Kiug of Arragoii c«11h tliem thna in 
" n (lecruo which ho miidi: agninttt tlicta " (De t'ultvr, SUir. itel 
Criit J 2 II. Wi ul sBii- Tiiriu. 1850J. 
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sunOHTBft or tbs waiaxnsbb by thb Cakuolios, 

AKD 0? TUB CATHOLICS By THI WALDEKSBS. 

Since 1100, the Waldenses, shut up in ttio fartbetit 
corner of tte Alps which eeparato Italy from France, 
more French than Italian, (their language, their customs 
and their French names prove it) were able to oppose 
themseives to the later innovations of Rome, ami to 
resist her etill. Peter Damiano reproached the Cotintesh 
of Suvoy, but in vain, for the Waldeiiaes immediately 
Bont missionaries into Itdy, so that Otto IV commanded 
the archbiBhep of Tima to send them away (Oioffredo 
St. deth AlpiSfarit. inMonum. hut. pat. t. m,p. 784^. 
Bat their miesions were continued in Lomhardy, in 
Tuscany, ici Switzerland and in Upper Germany (Hi»t. 
of tU mivetio con/, p. 179, 189; Mem. hisl.t. i,p. 64). 
Afterwards they were Htrengthesed by Peter Waldo, 
who gave them the name of Waldenges, which they bear 
in our oivn days. 

Filially thf Church of Eomc hud recourse to the secu- 
lar arm, and invented the Imjuisition in order to destroy 
heresy. The flames, the scaffold and the axe cut down 
the CbriBtians in France, in Germany, in Spain, in Italy; 
the Waldenses remained. The empeior Frederick It, 
pope Honorras HI, and Innocent VIII, also a pope, 
tliimderfld forth EenteBces of death agatnet them and 
proclaimed s emsade. Bnt the Waldeqees, net nnlike St. 
Dominic, who, mnging psalme, danglitered tbe bereticF, 
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bTsd asffsg paolms, repalsed witb great bloodsbed c the 
arrog&Dt and Tils army > as says, with great propriety, 
a 'Waldenmn MstoriaDl (Geymosat: Oli Evang. Void, 
p. 29). See tb» contrary in the Bibl^ bo often falsely 
quoted as to be bla^hemed by infidels ; (^tov. xxit , 
29; Matt, v, 38, 39; Rom. m, 17, 1^ 1 Cor. ti, 7; 
1 Theas. t, 15; I Pet. m, 9; £ev. xni, 10), and as 
to the wrong application of the Scripturos 2 Pet. iii, 
16, — From, tiio xin tn tlio xv crnfnry. they resu- 
med thoir m!,-si„us hi I'rovciice, imd ^i^nt noma into 
Caliibria. A ciTl;iiii Rirou U'(lji|.^'t!o, geiioral of Frau- 
cLs I of Franco, purseciited them fni'ocioutely in 1540; 
aud Berosus, in the pay uf Cliailes HI of Savoy, oppres- 
sed them at the eame time. Then followed years of bloml 
and massacre on tlie part of the Catholics t^ainst the 
'WeldenBes andon the part of the Waldensee against the 
Catholics, whm thorn Proteatants formed the < flying; 
company of a hundred archers > guided by two pastors, 
iriio ought to have moderated the impetuosity of the 
WaUlensiiin assnilnnlR, hut inslyad of tlii", the stnfu 1h'- 
I'amo most iiiiini:itud and siLiiguiiian ! — Thoii a Pijinozai 
fell cruellyiipnu tlic jiiouutnineurK.iiiid iinmudiatclyafter- 
wnrds Giauavoic and Giaicro, both Wal.densianB, fell 
cruelly upon the Catholics. It i\ as a hitter, cruel war on 
both sides; tJiis was in 1655. In the following year, a 
treaty of peace was signed at Figneiol. Here suBBacres 
took place in 1661 on the Mood-stained rocks of Angro- 
gna, and after the rerocation of the edict of Kuitea, 1861 , 
they b^n agun with ferocity — each side being anima- 
ted trith BOoh a destnutive spirit as nukes one shud- 
der! Catinatdestroyedmanyhnndredsofthem, andn>m.e. 
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WnldemdanB, Bays one of tfadr hietorianB (a nunister of 
thatOhrist, vbo came to Btre, and not to loae, nor kill) 

« seeing them. throw thesuelres with fdry on the 

< garri8onofUtstOominnne,CVillar)BtupriBewith^n- 
* derfal rapidity that of Torre, LuBema, S. Secondo, 
( with fire and sword spreading iiicrcnsing pnnic and 
t terror > (Oeymonat. OU Evamj. Vald. p. (i5-(i9) mi J 
all this still in the name ol' tlie Loni ! (Mntt. xxvi, 

Scxt wo see thorn oxHod, then rccomhictci into tlu' 
Valloys \>y ilm paistov Aniaiul, who iritli the Bible in 
liis left hand and tho sword in his right, commanded 
them 03 their colonel; then they defeat the French at the 
bridge of Salabectrans in 16S9, and encamp at Salsiglia. 
Here Arnand first explained the word of grace and of 
foi^giveneaa, then led the Waldenses to alanghter the 
Catholics, vho, decimated utd almost destro;^ retreat- 
ed, and the Waldensea reingratiated themselves with 
Victor AmaJcns in 1690. And irith this date terminate 
the sanguinary faetions between the Catholics and the 
Waldensea, ami we wish tliom never to ha tnentioned, 
but, seeing tliem now extolled by a too zoiilous Waldet- 
Bian, we cannot do otherwise than deplore them; — 
because if tlio Catholics can be justly reproached with 
intolerance and cruelty, impartial history can and ought 
also to reproach tho Watdenses with violent actions, 
done, not irith the Spirit of Grace, bat Widi the Spirit 
of Abaddon (Bev. ix, 11). The Spirit of Orace, which 
is that of Jeans, does not enjoin a return toone's native 
uoontry with the sword, bat a retreat elsewhere; (Matt. 
E, 23) — does not say that our country is here, but 
that on earth we fire strangers and fbreigneis (Eph. n, 
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19); — Joes not toll us to kill those who fisU to kill 
lis, but procliiims that thoy fflio have taken tho swori! 
iJiall perish by the sword (M^tt. xxvi, 52; Oen. ir, G; 
Be7. zm, 10); — and adds : nvenge not yonrselTes, but 
giro place onto Vrath (Rom. xu, 19); and that ChriKt 
when be was teviled, reviled not again, bat committed 
himself to Him who jndgelh righteosBly (1 Pet, u, 23). 
If, however, the Old Testament be quoted to justify 
war, violence and ulaughter, aa is done by the Roman 
(litliolics and aa did Dominic do Guzman, we answer 
that this L-onfouiids the Law with Grace, the economy 
of God as Sovoicign of Ids iicnplo. with tho economy 
of Grace, in which CliHst says on the Cioss: t Falher, 
forgive them, for thoy know not wluit thoy lio > (Liik'' 
XXIII, 34). And we repeat again, that it would bo nobef 
ter than the inquiaitora, who singing and (quoting psaliii.j 
and passages from the Old Testament, and not front 
the New, slew to the glory of Qod 1 Wo wish to sap- 
poeo that in onr days tlie Waldeiuea vonld not act 
like their bellicose ancestors, otherwise the Oospel which 
renders ns aA«^ for ffte tlaaghier (Bom, Tin, 36) wonld 
bo a word in their month I 

HI- 

riTE WALDKNBE8 VP TO THE PRKSENr TIME. 

The historioal sketch which we have traced shows that 
the Waldensea were the true Protestants, because tho 
tirat to oppose themselves to Borne, when, already cor- 
rupt and idolatrous in the X century, she apostatized 
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entirely fiom llie Gospel. Xheif Church, peiuocnted hy 
ihe Papists, met bloodshed ivith hloodnhed, force with 
Ibrce; — baniahed, sh« regained her L'oimtry wilhnniiF 
in her Landg, and although her hi.ftory may be glo- 
riuus according to man and l(^humau rights, it is not 
a very Cliristian history. 

The Waldenses existed still through many centuries, 
bnt tbeir faith and their testimony became more and 
mor« weak, snperficUl, traiSUonal Tnily it sppeara 
that all those Ohurches whicli have shed blood have been 
judioi^y pOBished by Qoi, and have no life at all, 
however th^ may strnggle to show some; tiins the 
Greek Chnrch is blood-stained through her eohisms, the 
Koiiiau Church is sf^iincil with the blood of (he martyrs, 
the Waldcnsian Ohiirch is staiiicd hy Iier violent repulses 
and by the slaughtoi' of the Calholics, 0!i yesi the Chtirch 
which has shed blood has a name that she liveth, bnt 
is dead (Rev. in, 1). And in fact what is the Walden- 
Aian religion in these days? It is a form, a ceremonial of 
Sundays and of tradidons; — and the Gospel which ie 
life, is to the Woldeiuians a book of morality, while 
atheism and vice inundate thrar native valleys. Felix 
Neff of Geneva, a Protestant minister who vimted them 
in 1821, was disheartened, and considered the Walden- 
g\an Oharch to be dying, if not dead. In fact, ratio- 
nalidni had penetrated therein, and the ministers were 
either ignorant, or obliged to stady in Protestant 
uonatries beyond the Alps, and brought back the doc- 
trines of the different schools in which they had stodied 
theology. 

The Woldensions of the present day are no longer 
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tliose of old, but are embellished Protcstanti?. Those me- 
ditated upoQ the Word of God da^ and night (1); tliese 
puzzle thmr biaina aboat eccleuastical history, tiaditioos, 
morals, and theology, which now is full of mere rationa- 
lism, the great heresy df the XIX century first given 
iia by Kant, aud then nourished and become colossnl 
ill Protestant Gurinany. Kinaacipated by Cliarles Albert 
iiiid recognineil iw the National Chnrch of the Wablen- 
siaii Valleys, they de8i;eniled into Italy to protestantize 
lier ill tliu ii!ime of the Oo^pel. Without a knowledge 
if Italian habits and uubtoma, without the powur of 
s]ieakiiig our language correctly, they began to preach, 
not tbe Church of Cliriijt,but theWuldeosiau Church, not 
the Crospel, but their OonBtitntion, not tbe imion of belie- 
veis in JesaH,but the nnioft of those who gave their names 
to the registrars of the parishes; and that too without 
having nnity oven amoDg the iniuiRtors, for here was heard 
salvation by grave, tbere a professor of theology taught 
ealvation also by works (Geynionot: Difesa detla doi- 
Iviii'i emmyeUai. p. iV), elsewhere evangelical morals (we 
know not what this meiins, since Ciitist speaks of eternal 
life). Ami then the pastorsa&-.ciiibleilyeariy in the Vallera 
sjmctiraos olfer lo tbe Christitui world the st.r,in;,'e nml 
scandulouij epL'ctiido of their Ktormy synods. And many 
of them leave the Valleys in a moat do]>lorable spi- 
ritual state, and the Waldenaions exposed to tbe snares 
of tlie Mormons and of the Irvingites, who make con- 
verts, and of the Catholics, who have lately opened pro- 
pagand schools — yet they leave the Valleys and go into 

(1) De Potter. 1. c. p. 404. 
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Italf to preaeli that Christ, of yrhom. Paul speaks i& 
Philipp. 1. 15 and 16. 

IV. 

THE REFOB.MATION OF THE XVI CESTtIRr, 

In the XVI century the iiinoviilions, the violence 
iiid the con'iijitions of Romanism Lftd arrived at such 
a point tbat no one believed any thing; credulity ami 
incredulity were the results of ignorance on one sido and 
civilization on the other, when God Bounded forth a call, 
which, althongli throngh the work of man it may not 
Iiave been is all its prindples entirely pure and ^iritilal, 
nSTflftlielesB He intended to placethe Bible in the hands 
of men, and He did so. Since that time Ho has been 
<.-n]lmg to ill! siiiiiprfi, » Search (he ScriptureH > (John 
V, 3D). (I Vorily, verily, I unto you, IIo that Iiearcth 
my ii'onl. am! hdicvetli on him that sent mc, hath 
everlasting life, and Hhall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death wnto life < (John v, 14). » 
This is how the Protestant Reformation be^an: 
Pope Leo X having become an earthly king, tilled 
Europe with blood, exciting princes against princes; and 
haying also hired soldiers himsdlf, be robbed the Slgnore 
della Bover« of the Dnohy of Urbino, placed and esta- 
blished his own family in Tuscany, tried to take Parma 
and Placentia, and in nnion with the Spaniards, desola- 
ted the Milanese. Meanwhile he collected artists, buf- 
foons and comedians at Rome, and gave himself up to 
pleamres; and to get money for snch thingaand also for 



completing tlie building of St. Peter'^ He pubnsked the 
bulls of indnlgtincBB. Martin Luther, an Augustino friar 

rase against those bulls, began to preach coomgeouRly 
nijainst tlie Pope, promulgated the reforraalion of the 
(Jlmrch, recanted, then returned to the attack with greater 
force (1517 to 1520) and drew after himself the people, 
princes and learned men. Meanwhile John Cahin was 
doing the same in Switzerland, Cranmcr in Euglaml, 
and John ICnox in Scotland. Bnt it was a Ite/ormalinu 
of Ae Romish Cliurch made by man, and not an innoya- 
(lon performed by God, (2 Cor. V, 17; Rom. vm, 9; 
Gat. Ti, 15) therefore its anthors felt themselves grow 
weak, ■were not supported faith in the Lord, but leant, 
as Bomuusm had done, upon the princes of this world. 
Thus the Beformation became worldly from its birth, 
throw confusion into people's cooBcienccB, and prodnc»l 
•eclecticism. 

Tlie I'ofomiation had its followers and ita martyrs in 
Italy, but tliG persecutions of the Popes, aided by the 
princes of those violent times, destroyed it by meanK of 
slanghter, of exile and the stake. It took firm root in 
freer countries, hut the Befomiation having arisen nil 
at once, without a true and profound knowledge of the 
Word, necessarily took forms and doctrines nhich are 
not in the Scriptures, but rather in former religions, Ju- 
diusm and Romanism. Notwithstanding this, the Re- 
formers preached salvation by grace throngh faith ^ and 
by this doctrine of life a great number of their followers 
were saved. But not by I'rotestjint principles and forms. 
The want of knowledge of the Scriptures, and the vio- 
lent introdnctioB of Jewish and Romish forms into the 
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Cliurcli generated amotig them errors and eects from tiif 
very beginning. But that which is worae, even up to 
the present time, the form was always more powerful 
to them tlian the spirit, and they tore each other con- 
tinnally to save the fonnefr not the Utter; and tlins, 
instead of charity in one and the snme faltli, for vhich 
they broke looae from Bome, they retained certainly ono 
faith, so that their Chnrch may be cnilcd one, but their 
sects multiplied, became jcaloua, bitter against each 
other, turned their bacl;a on eneb other, and refused to 
unite and to love one another. Tliis constitutes their 
jfreatest sin, because it is Jesus Cbrist who saves, unites 
and sanctifies, and we are neither saved, uor are wo 
' believers through any Chnrch denomination whatever. 

V. 

' OF THB PKINOIPjU. PKOTXSTAItT OHCROHSB. 
aUUHASY OF THEIX SBItOBS. 

The Anglicans, the Lutherans^ the Galvinists ore na- 
tional protestants, sometimes having a clerical hierarchy,' 
somntiini's nut, but nl! having a liturgy whii^h replaces, 
as ill the Roniisli Church, the worship of the Spirit. 
Tlie Wablenses are in this group of protestants, being 
iti part maintained by the state (GcjTuonat. p. 89) and 
retaining in their Church nil, good or bad, who are born 
in the Valleys of Piedmont. They have a litui^ like 
the BomuuBts, a confession of &ith which is not pure, 
Olid not to be proved by the Word ; they are governed, 
as we have said in the beginning of this diapter, by a 
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prcsbytcrisn talk like the Protestants of Scotland, and 
bave parishes, like the priests, for thwr congregations 
(V. Cfftutit chap. i). 

The Fi«e Ghntch Scotland, the Baptists, the 
'WedlejwiB and SiBseBters in general are not national 
Protestants, becanse not paid by the government, Imt 
they all retain the same olericaliem which scpxrates mi- 
nisters from laymen: — sometimes they have litiugieH, 
r-^ume times not, — niitl more or le.w in their nominal li- 
iierly and tlieir warm iHsigrfomoiils, thuy elevate their 
imncijile into that of a eh'iirly defineil sett. They err: 

1. In prochiimjig tli.if lliuir liKi-rty consists in nl- 
loiviug any one to be a member ot' their oongrcgations 
on his own responsability , and thus they permit the 
hypocrite to enter for social convenience and without 
the < right hand of fellowship » (Gal. n, 9; Acts n, 47) 
of the other members. 

2. In holding that baptism is the point of nnion, 
and not &ith, which binds ns to Christ and to his 
people. (Heb. xi, 6; Rom. t, IjEph. n, 8; iii, 12) (1) 

8. That without perfection, the believer cannot be 
Baved, forgetting that wo ought to hava that which is 
imputed to ns from Chrisl ami not that which flesh may 
give (Rom. vjit, '2[l, ;!0; vir, IS). 

Tlion in general all Protestants have a cjuantity of 
errors; we will point out the principal of them, as we 

(I) Here it is right to observe that the 'Waldenaes did not 
baptise infants in the first period of their separation from 
Borne. « Thdr bapttsm consisted in ablations alone, and thejr 
onljr confinTed it upon adalta. > (De Potter. Sbr. Ai OritI, i. 2. 
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k&va liitherto done, mi as we eliaU ttlwAys do, by appeal 
to the Word of Ctod, wUch nya the contmy. Protes- 
tants then, 

1. Err in haying fixed their religion as « national 
one, while the religion of Christ is only for believera: 
1 He that believeth on me hath eternal life » says Jesus 
(John Ti, 47). < He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; t (Mark xvr, IRJ where is the nationality? if 
lie m\.U. lie th:i\ hiAk-vcth iL.jt hliiUI hi: conilemncd ! 
(M.'ivdi .XVI. Ill J,.liii. m, 1:^). Are iill those ivho com- 
pusc ;i PmtesUiit nation lielievera? AW! the answer 
might bo dreadful I 

2. Err in having made of the ministers a caste, as 
tlie Chnrch of Rome had done, a priesthood which ae* 
parates itself from the rest of the- faithful, wfailst all be- 
lievers have duties and rights according to the gift of 
God; all are mcmbers'one of another, Jesua beii^ tha 
head of the body (Eph ii, 18, 22 ; 1 Cor. m, xm, xrri 
Heb. xiu, 15; 1 Piet, ii, 4, 9). (1) 

3. They err in ii.xing a liturgy, like and in the 
manner of the Churcli of Home, or like the little devo- 
tional books of the Cutholics, and thus they quench the 
Spirit in the assembly. By the Spirit and not by the 
litnrgj- ia given the c word of wisdom, » the t word of 
knowledge; > (1 Oor. xn) by the Spirit and not by the 
liturgy prayer is offered (Bom, Tm, 26, 27; Eph. vi, 
18, ec). 

(I) Onco tho Waldcnsca had the priesthood mote diffused 
In tho Church and mure Christian. De Pottersaya (p. 404) e To 
ram up, the prieathood belonged tii evei; upright man i among 
them. 
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4. They trr very often, not in the doctrines whicli 
are fandaniental to salvation, bat nccGssary to faithfnl- 
nsBS, as in baptisms, baptidng infants as in the Romish 
Church, and against Ae Word, whioh will o^y liare 
belUvtn liaptized (AEarch xyi, 16). 

5. Thei) err in the Lord's supper, giving the bread 
cut into small pieces, as the priest gives the wafer, and 
against the Word, wliich savs lli.it ive ought to break it 
(1 Cor. X, W: AdK xx, T-. ii, f-J). 

G. ncy c-rr in hiiviiig llu' Lnnl s supper wlmini- 
biered hy a m.\iur,\y\-, &a duc.i tlic Romihli Church, and 
ill not permitliug nay beliovi;r lo give thanks and break 
the liread, aconliug lo tlii; uustom of the primitive 
Cbristians. (Acts ii, 40: xx, 7). 

7. They err in perfonniiig marriugcs nhii;h'God iu 
Heaven binds, and not the priest or the nunister; and in 
attributing to themselves the utvil power, which merely 
recognizes the two irbom God has already united. (Mark 
X, 9). They will not find one verse in the Bible, which 
justifies such usnrpod authority. 

8. They err in burying the dead, using pagan ce- 
remonies, and not the primitive simplicity (Act. viii, 2). 

9. They err in the imposition cf hands, ivhieh at 
tirst was only a sign of the gilt alrcTly receivod, (Acts 
XIII, 3; 1 Tim. iv, 14) and now tltey pretend that it is 
an act to give power to administer the aaeramenU (T), 
ivbich word is not found in the Bihle,' but in the Ro- 
man traditions. 

10 They err when any one of these sects pretends 
to be the true Church. The true Church is in God our 
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thes i. 1). 
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VI. 



OF THB OOKQSBaAtlONB 0> THl C BBBTHBXK. ■ 



Tliere arc in Kiiglaad, in Finnco, iii Oormany, and in 
Switzerland other nic(;ti7igs of tho I'aitljfiil who ussemlile 
in the nnnie of tlie Loril, all jiopsc^sint; tho same faith in 
Jesus the Saviour, and oxeicising one discipline. Many 
of them have a fifd miui^itry in tlie Church, like some 
congn^tttions of dissenters in Germany, Englond and 
Switzerliind. But they reUin a special ministry to break 
the bread, and thus they also have a clerical principle, 
'not proveahle by the Word. Only the Plymonthiste, 
(Christians who met together at first in Plymouth in 
Enghmd, whence they had this name^, and the Darby- 
iata, (the followers of J. N. Darby), saw that they could 
not preserve that ministry because it was not scriptural, 
and having abandoned it, they assemble in liberty and 
simplicity aGcord^ng to the Gospel. These two bodies 
were at first a single one, but the spirit of division camo 
into the midst of the brethren and they were divided 
by Darby, who with his adherents separated himself, 
falsely accusing tbe Plymouthists of tolerating the er- 
rors of Mewton, whom both had rejected from amongst 
them. The followers of DArby retained a stetArian'disd' 
pline, by which they exclnde from the Lord's sapper 
Chiistians who do not Uiink with them ; they often ef«n 
excommunicate whole assemblies of Christiaiul It is a 
lay papistry and nothing elsel — With these their sec- 
tarian principles they did and still do hnnn in England. 



and naturally caused a commotioa in the Cbnrchea on 
the continetit, especially in France and Switzerland. 
Th&T aim ie not to preach rcpeutanco and conversion 
of sinners to Jesus Christ, but to enter every where inter 
works already established and done without tliem, and 
they enter in order to cast into their midst the English 
diaoords, to embitter hearts, discmita them one iiom the 
other, inatit into them a spirit of continual marmnriiig, 
of raah jadgements, of feigned charity, and to divide the 
Ohnrches into two parties^ one of which goes over to 
them only to retnm shortly to that from which it had 
separnted itselfl Ssd occupation, mournful story ! 

The Piyiiioudiists remained in simplicity, hut bcijig 
too jealons of the equality of the brethren, are rather 
too intractable in recognizing ministers and in obeying 
the leaders (Heb. xm, 17; 1 Thess. v, 12, 13 ; Phil. 
II, 25, 29). 

These two rocks on which the English bi«ihrenhsve 
split will be avoided, it is to be hoped, by the Italians, 
Tip to the present time they have indeed avoided tbem, 
becaose they bave walked according to the Word, uid 
in all the free Chnicbe<; of Italy there are ministers who 
condoct, withont hindrance to the gifts of the Spirit in 
the other brethren. 



CHAPTEB m. 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 



L 

inn BETOBURB AMD THB 0BBIBTUN8 IS FIALY. 

Oar Italy had in every age B«fonQerB of tiie BomiBh 
Charch, and Christians according to the Oospel. 

The ItaliaQ Reformers were nearly all ex-prieats and 
ex-monks, mth a few men illustriona by their leamiog 
or their birth, who were adverse to the Popo nnd his 
dogmas, not for the love of Christ, but to give a better 
position to Italy. TIict began with Arnaldo da BrcBcin, 
anrl havy c'onliiiiii;i,l to onr own diiy", vvitli the canoK 
Ueali, Pailre I'as.-^.i-lia, Livonmi nnd tlie monk A. Ga- 
vazai. Some more and some less believed, and .still 
believe, that it is necessary to reform and not to inno- 
vate, that the Pope ought to be a simple bishop and not 
a temporal prince; that polities onght not to be sepam- 
ted from religion, that in die Cfliaroh there oa^t to be 
a caste of priests aifil a flock of laymen ; that tlie primi- 
tive traditions onght to be retained with ths Ghwpel; 
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tliat believers should see themselves registered not in tlic 
1 hook of life > which is in lieavcn, bnt in the boot of 
tlie parish; that it is necessary to have membors, no 
matter of what sort of peisosB, vbetber believers, hypo- 
crites or disBolnte people, and that the ex-Bomish priest 
who goes to nini^r among them ought to be chief 
pastor, and every thing, in facta pope In XVHI'"''. Their 
evangelization is that of philosophcrB, of politicians, of 
learned men, and a continual controversy against the 
Chnrch of Rome, and against the political government 
uf the people, — for, despots and priests more than the 
Pope himself in their re fonned Churches, they never- 
theless wish to play the democrat in society! The fathers 
of this Church, (not that they ever ministered in it, but 
being so much invoked and ([uote<l hy then:, we alsn 
will note them here) are Abclard, Araaldo da Brescia. 
Dante, Boccaccio, Petrarch, Lorenzo Valla, Pogglo, 
Brsocioliui, the monk Battista da Mantova, the histo- 
rian Gaicciardini, (Paralipomena ex aialog. jtoratU re- 
cetuita, p. 4S-iS, Anuter. 1663^ ,Hacchiavelli , Fra 
Paolo Sarpi, Fra Benedetto Foiano, Cecco d' Ascoli, Ni- 
cola Franco, Giordano Bruno, Fra Girolamo Savonarola. 
Eijidio Vlterbd, Giirn Frnucesco Pico dclla Mirandola, 
and Ugo Bashi. The iico-Catholics and uco-Ohri(^t!an.;, 
who follow this .sdiool arc (some more, some less,) con- 
scientious fljid honest in tlic object at which they aim; 
some with a measure of faith in Christ, hut saturatc.l 
with politics and democracy, others tending either to 
reform the Romish Ghuich, or to erect a Ohnroh which 
resembles her tinder another name. We will not speak 
of these reformers who were not, are not, nor ever wil' 
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lie tho ClLii'stian Cliurcii in Italy, wliatover may be tlio 
ulamour tiicy may succeed in raising, now or liia^after, 
in tlik poor Italy of ours, and whatever muua they may 
.oBsnme. Wo vill speak instead of the ObristianB, who 
tntncBScd for Josus Christ at the time' o( the Befonna- 
tioD, and who, nltlionglt tliey werefiiDDdsof tliefordgn 
Reformers, Lad little or uothing to do ^th tSem. 

Without protcstnufiziiig in tlio manner of the foreign- 
wa, thoao Italians of tliu XVI cent urv. who mot simply to 
read and meditate on \h.- Word, ^howd a living fiiith in 
Christ, receiving from Clirist indeed wi strong a faitii that 
I hoy witnessed for it hy martyi-dom. In Ferrara thoy 
gathered round Celio Sociindo Cnrioiie, Mai-cantoiiio 
Flaminio, and Fellegrino and OUmpia Marata. Many 
wore the assemhliea of the hrothrea Ferrara in -1628 
and at Modemi there were alao some, God having there 
made use of the Sicilian Paolo Bicci, knowa 1>y the 
name of Lieias FUeno, and that in 1540. In 1625, the 
Gospel penetrated' into TuBcany, where Oarftcsecchi 
and Martire began to witness for it; and into Siena, 
where were then Aonio Falcario, anthor of the c Bene- 
ficio della morto Ji Cristo, > and Ochinua, irho after- 
H-iirds!iia.k's!uim'recli ol'the fuith. In J'i-.i, in IM:). 

mmiy converts to the ("iospti hr,.k.- \m>:i:\ l.-L;. lii.:r. In 
Lucca, >brtiro ov^mg.diy.^.d, aiut J'aoK. L:iiR'i^i,>, C-Nl, 
.■^liirtincng.), Knianucle Trunicllys. In Nnplra many 
(Jluistians were gathered round Don Giovanni Valdes, 
the secretary of the Viceroy Gnlcazzo Coraccioli, Fran- 
cesco Caserta, Pier Camesecehi, Vittoria Golonna, Gin- 
lia GoHZE^a. At Bologna, Giovanni Moltio di Mental- 
eino preached the Gospel, and Bncero, in a letter dated 
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1541, says there were lUBny Clinstuiiis there. Hatlisla 
da Cruiuii iiro:ic!i<.>d hi the LombnrJ states hi 153fi, Bal- 
doBsare Fuiitaiiu and Benedetto Locarno in the oily 
of Locarno, Balbo Snpertino, Baldassare Altieri and 
Caraeaecclii in Venice, Pier Paolo. and Giovan Battista 
Veigetio in letria, and many uthors, who certainly wero 
in relation with Home of the Kefomer^ bnt neither for 
mousy, through vanity, nor throngh ignorance did they 
allow themBelveB to be cormpted by them eo as to adopt 
their practices; ttda is irhy their faith was a li-ring one 
and accompanied them to their martyrdom. It would 
sufliuo to read some letters of l*iov Paolo Veqjcrio, who, 
a faithfiil preiichor of the (Jo^iel, hinients over « Lnth- 
eranistii, » wliidi further on !ie culls « t>a>:oii iiiL^eliau- 
disc,*) as a thin^' wliicli n grieves him. s (J'Hn- lo OUa- 
nello Vida). 

Of the noble list of confessors of Jesus Christ which 
we have traced, many sealed th«r faith with their blood, 
others langoished in the pfisons of Qie InqiuntioD, 
others fied or ware driven into exOe, bnt very few of 
them embraced the ideas of Protestants on the hierar- 
chy, on ceramonies, and on traditions. They set an 
example to as Italians, and if we are tru7jf and (I'ncerefy 
Christ's, WG shall imitate them. 
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FIRST MESTOtOa OV ChRIBTUNB W TDSCAHT', SZILHD, 
THET PKEACH TUB GoSPEL IN PlEDHONT. 

Noiv we will give a very rupid summnry of the iiis- 
tory of the religtOHS reviynl ofFiH^tnl liy Go'l in Italy in 
the present centurj'. 

It began by the will of Oo-i iu Tu-^cnny, ivIku'o tlio 
Lord silently opened the henrta of several pcisons, con- 
vei-ted them to himself and put in them the desire to 
testify to, others the grace which they had receiTed 
from Him. Dnring the political revolation from 1847 to 
1849 the Cbristiana of ToBcany took advantage of that 
liberty to announce the Gospel more openly, and the 
coQTorts were many; they met together in simplicity, 
meditated npon the Word of God, and broke bread; but 
after the restoration of despotism they were watched, 
persecuted, then tlireateuci!, l!icn imprisonetl, ami 11- 
milly ilriveii into baiilshnient. Three of thi'ni fixed them- 
selves in Picilmont. — There thoy became better 
acquainted with the AViddenses, hut they did not join 
lhat Church, They were jealous of the spiritual priest- 
hood and the ministry, which they had found in the Word 
Ci Fet. n. 9]. And they voold not resign it, — jealous 
of the freedom of c hreaking bread > as it is written in 
the Word (Acts n, 46) — jealons of the precious 
ffift of makii^ known Jesus Christ and Him crucified, 
for which they had been driven into exile, and they 
wished to use it like those c who were scattered -abroad > 



Digilized by Coogle 



' — 44 — 

Qftcr tlio iltiitli uf Stq>licn. (Acts Till, 4). — Tliisj- ivciv 
afraid of priests nnd i;s-pricBts, it lunttoicd little wlietli- 
cr Romanist or Protestant, but nenrly all without lifi-, 
witlioat ortliodo^, and full of pride and vamty. 

While the Tuscans were testifying of Jesus Christ, and 
they who felt the ncceesity of believing in the Lord met 
together in their houses, the Woldenses were writing 
to England, to Scotland, SivitKcrlaiid, Tlijlland and 
America foTUinnoy, received ii In :[!iimd:iiiee, I milt Icni- 
plefl, and made ;i groat stir, lint it did nui h.t [ou<^ — 
because the Floroiiliiie refiigeiis, wlio exiled lor the toii- 
timony of Jesus, amid many cormptions and troublcH 
preserved the purity of Christian principles — already 
had a crowd of hearers, already many convertfl met with 
them in simplicity, Aitd this without noiso and Uio va- 
nity of ryaorla. The Lord blessed immensely the ftuth- 
fulnesB of the Italjan Church, which appeared then in 
Piedmont full of life and light. From among her mem- 
bera came forth workmen and artisans, unlettered in 
the history of cmitrnversy ;i]id of theology, hut fnll' of 
cuuRige imd of the gift uf ev;ingGliKiitiou, who \vi;ut out 
iuto thu other subalplue citiL'S to pvuiieh tlio (Jus|it'l. 
Crowds of people eagerly listened to the words of the 
evangelists, who visibly showed that God had sent them. 
By their instrumentality arose other faithful Chureliea 
which live by Bivioo life, in which other artisans and 
workmen mimster — where the Gospel is announeed 
in purity, — where the Mthful break bread on the first 
day bf the we^. 
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TnS WOKK Of TOE WALDBHBBS- 

miilst Ooil wns onJowin^' tin; It.ilinli rin.rdi ivilli 
tlic gift r.f <.^ — cont — iiR>,^s..;irit — 

n,:tive, — theru araso l>y her siJu woiIch of con- 

TliG firHt were tlie Wal.leiiseg. 

The Waldcnsea had already had the proof that Pro- 
teatantiam docs not bccomo &nitful in this soil, Thoy 
know that God had given to the Italian^ a clear 
conception of things and that if it were proposed to 
thorn to conform to a religion irbieii haa a conBtitation, 
a litui^, Romiali festivals (aa Easter, Clirisfmoa, Now 
IWs.liiy, AKCciisimi, fJ.>oa Fii.Iny, C-M. V\iU.Cap. 
villi l\is;s, flor-y illiil Liity, tln-y ivoi.M answer mtll 
groiit f,.-iiJiiliif>h nf iii.l.^'ciiK'iit: WL' linvu M tlicso tliiTig:^ 
with the Pupo (-f JUmjc', ^mrl ccriuinly will i,<,l I.mvc 
thciti off in oixkr to miLl.nu'U ol!i*;r-^, iinHldlnl uprm Ihr 
popish pattern. — 'Xliey l;iic«- tlmt if tlio imrc Cospcl 
jnst aH it 19 written, willi'tut a h-wllliuti. n m^f-m rrliat- 
ever, wore ofl'orcd to the Italians, tlioy wiiiilcl embrace 
Josna Christ. And not to do thus, as God wishes, is a 
great Bin. — ' They know that the momentary Crowda in 
their Chnrchcs in Italy were the effect of cnriosity, and 
that tUcy always ended in the total desertion of all, ami 
ill atheism jmiiluood by a doctrine which is not pure. — 
Tlioy knew that their Temples were frcipiciitcd (as soon 
as the fickle crowds have disappeared^ by Waldcnsians 
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who Rpcink Freiifh nml l>y foreign Pmii'staiitf;, ami iifit 
liy Italians. — They know tlint tlioy prcnch in Italian 
to foreignere who do not understand our language, only 
to make it believed that tliey are doii^ a vork in Italy; 
and yet the Waldennans miniBtOTB, tnming their backs 
on thoir yalleyB and on their compatriots, who, like 
the NineviteB (cannot discern between their right hand 
and their left, » (Jonah IT. 11), (nnd one must go and 
live there a while in onlcr to w(i with one's own eyesj, 
\ai astniy by the Ciitholics wlio lue in the miilst of them 
mill with whom thuy associate in holiJiiy- making, in 
(laneing, and in vice, without hnvincr sraincil ana prose- 
lyte, hut vice versa, — the W 1 1 H f 11 1 
Italians and evangelize by their side, in order to dis- 
turb the Tork of God which is to be performed by 
ItOilians, and not by fore^ers who preach their oini 
forms, thrar own creeds, theic own pncsts. and not 
purely and simply < Christ and Him cruciSed. n 

OhI conscientious history wiU one dAv tell how. 
when the WiddoiiKOs ciime from I'^iilmoiit. tliev wero 
iinnhlo to fffect any rfai)le or tni(? work tliroiidi our 
nversiion to prit'stcrafi, to po]>es. and lo I'loicsLanusni, 
It will tell how from the beginning the Waldensians 
liavc been the most tenacious and the most tiresome ad- 
versaries of the Italian Church,and that the Christians of 
Italy have not sufiered from the Papists the half of that 
which the^have endnred &om the Waldenses. It will tell 
how the Waldenses come between Christians, as do the 
Darbyists in France and in Switzerland, and say first that 
their Church is the same as the Italian one, then they 
defame the latter, and to wheedle and sednce simple 
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iitiii.iH tln)y mid tliiit tlH'y;iioi:i>pnivi'il liy Covi'niTiK'iii, 
— tlmt they have money witli wlikli tu hel|i thu poor, 
because oltramontanc Protcstiints provide them vritli it 
abundantly; ami thus they seek to beivitch, to foment 
discords and to sow scuDdals. — It will Bay hovmsny 
falEehoods baye been printed by tbe Waldenses agaiiiBt 
the Christian Ohoich in Italy in the newspapers of 
Scotland and of Paris, in thor own c Bnona Norella, s 
etc. etc. — It will my that the Chri^an Chonh did not 
tronblo itself about the falsehoodH of others, and has 
preferred that judgetuent Khotild come from God. — It 
vnll say that it, exposed to the continuous ofl'iirts gl' the 
Waldenses, aud of all the clericals of the eiirth, has res- 
isted, and still resiste, by the Divine strength. — These 
and other things ivill iiistory relate, if true and con- 
scientious history be ever written in Italy ; in any case 
we are certun that these and other things, vhioh we 
omit through Ohristian charity, will appear as we have 
said ihetn ia the day of the c rewlatwn of the righieoua 
judgement of Qod. (Rom. ii, 5). 

IV. 

IVOKK 03 TUB PilOTESTAKr cncitCIIES IN IT.ILY. 

Another fact which Irue and not j^Hy hixlory will 
make clear some day is, that the beautiful and holy tes* 
timony rendered to the Lord by the Italian Ghriattans 
drew into this country of ours, one by one, all tbe other 
foreign secU who sought to seduce the brethren in or- 
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tier to diaw them, each sect to iteclf. A work, we hardly 
. kuow whctlior to call moro pucrilo or more wickcdl Bat 
the priests of the Rcronimllon made no scmple about 
Llie matter, and eontintioil mid still eoutiuuc this work 
i]f dinsiiliituiii, giving? to Kiily the .Btraiige spocfitclc of 
Trot>-,kniti-ii. of iiliuii.liva swts, of a hniidrud con- 

uor luss iiitolerniit than lluiiic. And yet they speak of 
working ^or the glory of God I 

Therefore besidca the Italian dmrch we have ia 
Italy: 

1. The WaldeTtsian Cliurck, of which weharo spoken 
above. 

2. The Scotch Ghtrch. It hag presbyteries like the 
Waldcnses, but, amongst aU the Protestant couiiuuLiimis, 
the Seotcli are thoi^e who npproii::h iciost iiuarly to thi^ 
(iiinistiy of llio VAimrh am.nliii- lo tlic (In-iid — 
lliL.y l.ivali [lie \>Kiid iiislfad of nvciviii- it fmiii ihc 
minister in liny iiKii-,si;Iri :i.s do llit; Waldoiisi-s — and 
they have an order of worship, not it litiir^'v. And 
yet the Scotch, snch jcalons maintaineis of tlji'ir own 
doctrines and of their Ohurch forms, are those who keep 
Eido by side with the Waldcnscs, aid and support them, 
and will not see that tho Italiatis dbsotviely refuse to Wal- 
tlcitaianizo Ihemeelves. It is said that they have hceome 
one body at Naples, bat tiiey will soon be like the Wal- 
deiisians in Piedmont and in Tusuaiiy, thiit in, with con- 
grcgatiims coinposcil of tbrir WiiMensiiin cunntrymcn, 

;i few ignorant or vain Italians — the a coiyphOes » 
-iSicir « Tumplos. » 
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3. Iha Anglican Church. Tlie Rnglisli whobeloug to 
this Chnrch made mniiy nttem;>t^ to eatnbllsli a na- 
tional Clinn>li,!ii Tidily aftor tlie piittiTii of the Churcli 
of Kiiglaiul. Tiicy iiovur succce.k-d, nor .lo ihi-y try 
any lougtr. Anil hure ivo liiiiy 1j<! ]ioniiitteU to giw. 
duo ptiiisc to tlieui, for na soon as they perceived 
that the Italiiins wished for the preachtng of the Gospel 
and nothing else — they did not weaken the hearts of 
believers by clerical disputes, fhey imposed nothing, 
they ordered nothing, bat, proposing to advance the 
glory of God, they encouraged the Italians to pieacli 
JeSQs Obriat and Him cTaciScd. It most be OTraed that 
the spirit of this Cfanrch is a Christian one, and the love 
irMch it has for the preaching of the Goxpol is sincere, 
irithont any idea of imposing the forms of the Anglj- 
can Church. In Knglnnd too it is the only Church which 
eneonraq.'s the religious movement without niindiii!? 
forms nnil ar::.h; it is tlio only Clinvdi idiicli does not 
look with un evil eye upon the laymim, who, without 
having received the imposition of hands, preaches thi- 
Word — it is, the only Church which looked liffcction-' 
ately upon ths late religious revival — it is the only 
Church vhich has prodnocd those publishers of the Gos- 
pel, from amongst the people, the middle classes, luxl 
the aobility, who, in the power of the Spirit, annonnce 
salvaiion by grace through i^lth. We are glad to rendei' 
this tribute to the English Church — without however 
belon-ing ty it — and we gvicve that the other Chur- 
ches, from ii i-ectai-uin iiiul priestly spiiit, do not merit 
it, as they are ivorking in contention and vainglory. 

4 The Irvingite Church. It recruits a few proselytes 
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union- (iie Wnldcnsiiins in tlio Valleys of Piedmont, 
nnil a;noiig the (i:;-Ei,iiiisli priests, but for some years 
lias itoiie no more, nor can do, witli its errors, its sitpor- 
4tI(ioiin and its clcricalisni. 

5. The Methodists or Waleyam. irith their strange 
iloctrino of perfection, wlfli ttiwr sighs, nnd witli on 
oxtwior wMuh may take in some Ohristions, who arc 
weak or ignorant of the Word. They move ahont Plo- 
renee, Milan, Naples — slip in ev iii v v Ikto willi a smil- 
ing face and hands full of gold to l.iiy iiii>.laliIo Bonis' 
iind Tniii iiiflii, and go tivoiy wWro. U m-vmi j,Vo>elytes 
hi til.' f.h..vii;tli (I.-! ^rainmoii. Tliiy pmotvafi- 

;:ii.> t!i.' n;.'.-ff-i-- t., [r\ 1 1, rlM Iaii>. (o U-^t the faith 
■ .1" the evuiigLlisIs, i,i\:-nivj; flicm money, ft.iil Imsy them- 
■^clvcM in fijicning hchouls to draw pfople to Mcthp- 
dism. It is tine .that the Itnliiins nie too niiidi averse 
to pricBtatohendnnder the yolk of Methodist pricafs; — 
it is true that we esteem too highly dignity of 
the Italian name to hcUeve that our fellow-country- 
men will welcome this foreign soct for a little gold, 
or from vanity; it" is true also that (he Jletliodists 
pnblish as irith sound of trempet that they do not in- 
^tniet the evxiitgolists fo [ivoaeh 5Ietho,li,iii, Ijnt certain 
Tacts, which fliey know iicll, might prove lliem In the 
ivrong: — in any way It is vight that the Italians may 
iinow — having cscapinl from the viclhoHkm of the 
prioMts of Home — hciiv not to full into that of the 
Methodist or Wcaleyan priests, — for one sect is as 
good as the other. 
. 6. ThefoUoKers of the -morjt Qavasai. It is to be la- 
mented that Gavazd should not always preach Christ 
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and Htm crucified, bat a mixture of politicB and reli- 
^on. Certainly the Gospel does not maka ns cease to 
be citizens, bat it appcni-s to ns that the pnlpit of the 
truth onght not to be that of politics or of polemics; 
there the Word of Qoi is adili'essod to soiih thnt ari; 
saved or to be saved by Jesiis. If one gots lo the bot- 
tom of his intention it seems that Gavazzi wants a n/or- 
maliim (not a making all new, according to the Gospel), 
a Crecdj (not that which consists in the ivholc Bible) ii 
catechism to make believers according to anew Church: 
theprimilive, evitngeltatl Ckarch o/lhe Apostle JPatd, (1) 
a nHtnerotu Church and inscribed in ike register, a pres- 
byterian pastomte to direct the Oharch — which is not a 
little Riirpi'ising, bccanse Gavazzi who ib democratic, 
appears despotic in clerical foroaa! And yet lie knowri 
that priestcraft is the sole mid Iru:- rum t>f tlie Chrisli.'in 
faith; nor can Gavazzi bclipvc the I'Mtest^mt |nie>t-. t-i 
be much better than the prii.'^!-. Ill' ltijiui\ ■ — Ii i-^ tiui' 
that the [iiiei.ts Mnd iiiDLiks m1k> mnii; nw-.iv (nm R"iiie. 
democratic di- iw\. gllled liy iUid -v iml, do nut l::iuw 
how to take the humble post of seccani in the Cliristiaii 
Church, but wish to rule and direct her, with what win- 

(I) We do not DDdcratand what Gavozii means : I, because 
the N. Test Bpeaka of tlio CArintian Ch. (Acts. 2C: xxvi. 28; 
1 Pet. IV, 16) and not of the Evaixgdicul Ch (a name «liich 
cornea to OS from the rniMsiitii CliuRhi'-i) ; 2, Iwcnuse tlie C'li. of 
Christ has not on!)' t)ii' W'v.A ui" lli ■ Hiupcls, but also that of 
the Epistles and all tlir S. lii.tiii.^ {Hi.U. :i, 20; 2 Pol. iii, 2); 
<1, because the Wotd siwaliii of the Ch-irch of Chriil (Eph. i, 22, 
28], not ofthcC%(r«A(tfP<i»^ for the simpla reason that U Ik 
not.tlie bodf of Paul, but the body of Christ. 
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,luin lu.-i-'. wc Iciii.w too wl'II. Bui It is al,o tmo that tlie 
Itiiliniis H-ant niiiilior pri^.-it;, nor rovoivmls; ljut tliG Bi- 
ble, tlif \vhi>li; JJiHL', mul iiotliiuy but the Bible. 

Fiimllyit is right to tleclaro in order to avoid al! 
eqnirocation, that these communiaiu of Protcstanta have 
notliing to do irith the ChiiBtian Ghotclt in Italy. 

V. 

I,; A:- I.: illis llA.d of .-^LX-ts ivln^'h come to us 
iVoiii Li'Viiiul niuuiitiiina ami boyood seas, the Chiistian 
(Jluireh, ai'isoii in Italy amidst petseciitioiis anil grown 
up in KU He rings, perseveres and continues to coateud 
ior the faith which was once delivered to the Baints 
(Judo 3). As it bos been already olffierred, die only 
wants the Bible, nithont iatbers, withont traditions, 
without theology. — It is true that many Fcoteetant 
priGsts call ns &lse names, to vituperate ne and expose 
us to the derision of their companions and of the Catho- 
lics, just lis the Tuibelieving Jeu.-i ciilloil the iHsL'iples of 

vc:y am-i(.'ut l^rMlhcis of our.s iliil not care fur priests ami 
vvil ,'-iif;Lkor-i, :i:nl k'giitimieil in the way of the Lord, so 
we will not trouble ourselves in the least. And do not 
believe that we do tliis from a party spirit, no, but for 
love of peace. For we really dedre to live in CDmmnnion 
with idl who in sincerity of heart invoke the name of 
the Lord, bnt when, from sectarian feeling, the pnests 
of every name come to .disturb na in order to impose 
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apon ns Uieir decaying forms vhicK are vom threadbare 
in their own conntries, and -which are Uie cause of the. 
ratioQuUsm and the infidelity of their natiooB, then tbo 
Luiil commands us to depart from them (Rev, zrm. 4; 

2 Cor. VI, 14-18). 

Ocrtainly faitli in the Lonl Jcsns onglit to unite all 
Qhrlstiau^, nnd tliis is onr mind on the subject of receiv- 
ing joyfully GhrUtians of all denominalions, bat not the 
dissolute or the mibelieving; bnt when we see th^ 
pticBts of thb Reformation leave this work of charity, and 
come amongst ae to lead the hretlircn astray, defame 
them by means of the press, and recommend their own 
fonns and their own priests (in this century that wants 
ncithur fonn-^ nor priests, ivliich are the cause of all nu- 
lidiof), ileep oppriNscs us! For some of Ihct^r, of 
whom uluiii' K<' spi.'al;, tliu fomi is all, the life nothiug 
— thepvie:.t or the miiiister is ull, the bcliovtriiotliiug— 
theology is all, tht' Bililo nothing — an empty and ra- 
tionalistic phraseology is all, the Holy Spirit nothing. 
And as the papist finds religion where there are saints, 
the maas, and a pulpit, sa the Protestant priest says 
that region is to be found where theiv are reformed 
priests, s liturgy, traditions, and a pnlpit; if instead of 
these monkish dirges they find in an ossemUy the sup- 
per of the Lord amongst believers, prayers not read but 
dictated {rom a r^enerate heart, which feels and speaks 
by the Holy Spirit, a seat or a bench instead of a pnl- 
pit, and a layman or a worliman who preaches the Gos- 
pel instead of a man in a gown or a white cravat, tiioy 
exclaim i diwrderl * And in like manner would they 
probably have exclaimed in the first days of Ohiistianity, 
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when poor fishermen, with hardened himds, withont a 
gown, devoid of theology, of science and of grammai-, 
j)Qt to sliaiiie tlio arrogfiucc of tlie leanied menof Jndon. 
-f (ireeeo, and of the Koiimn empire (1 Cor, r, ^7, 28). 
We j^hal! havo life so long as we see men of the lower 
orders, and iilelieiaiis, endowed God, aiinoiinciiip 
with power and witli ;,implkitj- the Gosjielof Grace;- — 
hut when we see forms, clericalism, priestly vanity in 
the churchoa, the cloricala ma-j indeed cry — now we 
have order in the chanhes — and with their empty voi- 
uea they may fill journals, cirdilani,aBd the whole world, 
to receive the reward ^oken of by Christ iuMatthew vi, 
'2, 5, — but in them, and amongst them thera will bi^ 
neither life, nor love, nor brotherhood, and they will 
I'^actly resemble the Church of Sardia or that of Lao- 

Tlie principal tilings whidi ilio fonnali.'jts wrongly 
impute to us. are the following: 

1. Tlie leant of a profession offa'ilh. Tliey err, be- 
I'aiiso we have one which ia complete and most perfept; 
THE BIBLE. Beyond tiiis we «liall never have 
the boldness nor the folly to make another, because 
every confession of faith is maimed, incomplete, hereti- 
cal and not pore, — because there always slip in tradi- . 
tions of the fathers which can form neither dogma nor 
doctrine. Add to wliich that every Creed or profestion 
of iaith must be negative and not postttvo .for thereason 
that an extract of verges from the Bible is the negation 
of the others, or i^ not tlie positive and complete affir- 
mation of all the Scriptures. 

2. The Lord' I Supper every Sunday : yes, wc ob- 
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serve it on that day, )jecausc this was the prnclice of 
the primitive Church. {Acts, ir, 4&; xx, 7). Can yoa 
maiutain from the Scriptures that it should be observed 
ouly at Christmas and at Easter? — Can you prove that ■ 
the priinitiTe Chrisliaus observed it ouly on those days? 
— Can you oven tell ub exactly tlie day o£ the hirth of . 
the Bedeemer? — Can yoa, still from the Scrip- 
turca, prdve that theae two festivals are to bo fonnd in the 
Gospel? — No, certunly. Yoa have received them from 
the Church of Rome, and we will have iiolliiii!,' popish 
among m. 

3. Tlic .^;,u-;i„;I prlr^llu.:d und Ihc vum'.^lri/ 
■saints: ivo huvc, anil are jealous of thom, becaii.se J.esns 
Christ ha.s so constituted his Church (1 Cor. xii; 1 
Pet. II, 5 etc.). 

4. The laplism of in/anlB. We do not baptize them, 
because in no part of ths "Word is it written that it 
should so be done: <^e who believeth and is baptized 
sliall be saved >, says Jeans Ohriat; now an infant can- 
not believe, as soon as it is bom, Uierefbre cannot he 
baptized. Some -(rill say: in baptism we offer the infant 
to God Is God Moloch or Satnm? And where is the 
verse which authorizes you SO to do? 

5. The v;aiit nf an eccJcsiasHcal form. But if each 
one of these clericais boasts of his [larticular form, and 
maintains that it is the only true one — ivliich of them, 
we will ask, would be adaptcii to Italy? — Not one, 
certainly: 1' because tliey are ali, some more, some le>^. 
popish and destructive of life; 2° because God has al- 
ready constitnted our Church, and has given us leaders, 
evangelists, 'etc., but Protestauts will not recognize 
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them, bccaoso God, instaod of taking them out of thrar 

Hcliools of tlieology, lias taken them out of the Churches 
from niiin]i[:«t thv iipoplc. 

Oil L(:ilhm^, l-ditM-i-vs ill Je^\i>i Christ! Lot iis leave 
those who have lonint little from the Word, from their 
0T7n history, from their ou'ii [looplo and from themsel- 
ves, — and let ns retain the organization of the Cluircli 
which comos to ub from God, — let ua retain the Bible 
as our only mle of futh, bb our model, our confesmon, 
our guide, onr all; and if there be my one who from va- 
nity or any otlier motive, complies with the reqnire- 
ments of the foreign Beotarians and compromises the 
tmth he has once known and taught, — let us pity him 
from the heart and pray to God for him. 

VI. 

TBB FRAOTICB OF TBZ CBTKCn. 

We believe thatall the merabcrs of a meeting, redeem- 
ed by the blood of Jeans, bave been made: 

I. « Worshippers of God in spirit and in tmth » 
(John. IV, 24). 

II. t Kiugs and priests unto God his Father » 
(Rev. I, 0; 1 Pet. ii, 5, 9)- 

And as Bueh, every saved niiincr cnii iu the meeting: 
I. Confess (Aeiia(»c<:/(Ac/WJcst,s(Kom.x,lUO). 
n. Fraij, (Rom. xii, 12; Col. iv, 1; Epli. vi, IS; 
1 Thess. v, 17). 

III. Give tkanJcs (Col. ni, 17: Ei-h. v, 2D; Heb. 
siir, 15). 
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IV. Break breatl on the first day of (he week (Acts. 
■ XX, 7). 

Therefore wc cannot divide the meetings into tTTo 
parts, that of the dergy, and that of the latly, as is ad- 
mitted by Bomish and Protestant priests. We cannot 
' forbid a brother to confess the name of Jesus, to pray or 

give tlianks. Nor can we receive the bread broken and 
in fractiidis froui aiiotlior, but «c ouu'!i[ to ljrL!;ik it, be- 
caiiiL' it is u-rittLni: <i tlio hvcad ivliich we l.ivak it hot 
tbo coiimiinion ot Uio body of Cbrir-tV a (1 Cor, ,\, 10; 
AclB. x\-, 7; ii,4:i). 

In snch an assombly, fonnod according to tbo Word, 
will be manifested and developed tBoso gifts n'hidi God 
will bestow on some of his children for the edification 
of all, and thus (the whole body fitly joined together 
and corapiicted by that which every joint Bupplieth, ac- 
cording to tlio effectual working in the measure of every 
part, inaketli increase of tlic body nhto tbe edifying of 
it.olL iu (l^Ji, IV, IfO, Am! w« W-Hove that 

wLose u\,r,i oiii- ktiiii^alioi. (EiAi. u, llO); >o He gives 
an.l ii-ill L'ivii siill «(;vaTigolIst>, iui^^toi.s and (cnclicvs, for. 
tlR' pci-rci;tiii- of thii ^-.nid^, U- Iho work of tl,e mini- 
stry, foi- tbe odiiyiiig of tlic body of Cbrist, till ive ail 
come in the unity of t!ie faitb, and of the knbivledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto tlie nicasare 
of the stature of tho fulness of Christ. » (Eph. it, 
11-13). 

Sow as it ie written that c He has given i so we, if 
we mean to be {aithfnl to the Word, onght to receive, 
not from men, nor from seminaries, nor schools of theo- 



logv, tvaiigtlistK, dociurs, ami p.iaiors, liut fioni God. 
The duty of a meeting to wliioli tLc Lord gives aadi 
jifls h thnt of recognising them ; not with any ceremsny 
or form whatever, nur clothed in a particular dress, — 
bat with a grateful heart, and with the feelings which the 
Word enjoins to ha shown to those who have the mlo 
over us (Heb. xra, 17; 1 Thess. \ 12, IS). The minis- 
try of the evangeliat, of the pastor and of the d(>ctor 
does not noltify .the oollecttve and Bpiritnal ministry of 
the Ohnrch, nor ought lhat meeting which has a pastor, 
a doctor, or a^ evangelist, to remain silent, and itK 
members cease to < confess the name of Jesnsn, to 
ii prny » and to * give thanks > in. the public spi viie. 

The forinnliKl Ohiirohes ivhidi live by ccTonionioK ami 
I'orms oppo.w lis, sayint,' tiiat we reject the l<iyiiig on oj 
hands. This form, a perfectly Jewish one, was used in 
the primitive Cliurch ; — and in regard to the ministri-, 
not to confer the gift bat to recognise it in those who 
hod already received it from Gpd. In fact, hands wero 
laid upon Paul, who had already preached the Qospel 
without having 'received the imposition of hands (Acta. 
■XIII, 3; GaJ. i, 15-17). The passage in 1 Tim. v, 22, is 
ijuoted, bnt Paul docs not Bpcnl; there of an apostoiic 
BUccc-i-,i<jn, uoL- ..rili.isc ivlio u-.;re aftci-wanis f.j hiy on 
hamls. as T'apists an.l Pmtcstunts l.clievr, br.t \u- cxiiorls 
not to lay on hands ]ia^tily, us is done m tlie case of 
thoic who, having passod ihrongh tbe schools of thco- 
bgy, arc there and then made ministers by the laying 
on of hands, and become afterwards camal rationalists 
and a shame to Christ. And besides, there being no 
apostolic succession, from irhom can the imposition of 
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luui 1-. .■ v<.vdv,.>!? WiKi-o is Paul, and where is TiLLiolli;- 
who iiiiglit iiavc perlVinuod it? \\<i bclitve to Ije ni^li. 
or ignorant of tho "Word, all thoso wlio, Mlowers oi' 
Rome or believing tliemselvea to lie Paul revlveil or 
TimotUy riaon again, dare to lay on hands! — Where is 
the verse which anthoiizes them to do bo? Are they Paul 
or Timothy or Titus? 

They usurp like the Papista.su authority which they 
not received from Otod. 

"We know from tho Now Teslanient that the Church 
orilniri^,! i-Ui-r^ .iii-I J,-fio,->„ = , ivhni it fi^lt tlio m-cpfMt:- 
..l'^. tb.iiu- (A>-;., II, I-d:, llh; lil'-l [V)V tlK> spiliuiul 

Tili'l 1 1, l,,lt.T ■..imIlI ].,' .■v,m-'^>li>ls|,A<;tS.\XI, S). 

Al[!iuu,jli lu, i.'.vlei.ii- n.r.v ll,.,t liieHilevs havii gilts 
to commiuiieato us in the niiobtolic times (I Tim. iv, 14 ; 
Jam. T, 14-15), nevertheless wo do not reject their 
mimstry. Kearly all the Italian Churches recognise this 
ministry in some of tlieir membei-s, who cxerciao it in 
watching over tho cimduct and the morality of tho Chris- 
tians, in speaking at the Lord's Supper, iu providing 
for the wants of the poor — • and we ec|ually recogntee 
them, although Protestants reproach ns with not having 
used any form in so doing. And it has been rather ob- 
served (hat in Italy, uheii an clectinn has taken place 
with tho vanity ol' carn.tl prot'ccdings!, the ro^ult has 
been deplorable, there not having been funnd in the 
elected the qnalities ref[uired in the Word: 1 Tim. ni, 
1-18; Titus I, C, etc. It Beenis really as if God requires 
no forms, but only that the gift* which He hatoiBi 
should be recognised. 
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Finiilly, tho CliristiiuiH of tlie Italiau Ohurcli nro all 
smnoTB Mivcd by graco throngh faith (Epii. n, 8 9; 
Col. in, 12, 13,) ImTiag constant need of tbe blood ot' 
Ohnst < bccansQin many thingg we offend all i (Jam. in, 
2; 1 John, r, 8; n, 1, 2, etc.) and it is through the 
blood of Clirint tlint they c have boldneBB to enter into 
the holii'Kt s (Hob. X, in). 

Tlmy iiici'; l'rsj:l\\n- frequontly ; they break bread on 
tlif tii-.l il.iy ni' ilu- ivcok; their lenders pronuh the Gm- 
]t(.'l Iwicli, :iail ihc brethren edify one auotlier. 

They .iic jiersei^uted, ntiliefeil, c;iliii!i Minted. They 
ivaiit 110 Jewish iiiid worldly foniifij nor eon st it lit ions of 
reformed Chnrohes, because Christ has already con- 
stituted the Church — nor tho protection of the world, 
because they are not of the world (Joho. xm, 16). They 
want no name except that of Chratiaiw tlirongh the 
grace of God (See Acts 26 ; xxn, 28 ; 1 Pet, ir, 16). 
They wish to be ItaUniia, and not Waldensiane, Scotch, 
nor Metlindi^l;, — they ivit^h to bo Christian! and neither 
Papi.ts, I'luic.laiits nor Reformed. 

A "U'rtl.l.'n-,!.in sL.id in his Utile book: « yow.llics iu 
rdl<jioii <i,- H'ft projn'ss. n fGli Ev-.tng. Ynld. oi P. 
(reymonat. p w). ^L<^t preeious triithl Bat when lu' 
adds a hi y- him lo the rdujion «f Ihc Fathr.l !• , 

WO ausver NO, bc^wn.io tlie so-OLiUcd Fatliera of every 
Chill-ell Inive deceived us more or h-M, mid have des- 
troyed tho streagth of the Word to make traditionti 
and worldly ibrms triumph — therefore they doceiTo 
ua nlio tell ua to Iraep to the religion of the Fallieta ; 
— but we will rather say: Let vs all go to the reli- 
gim of the AposHet, lo the Go^ of the grace of God! 




